Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

1. Stating general opposition to uranium mining, drilling and uranium waste disposal, especially in the Black Hills {(without more specific
information).

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

00005 Individual Subject: Uranium Mine Waste Disposal - No

Valois Shea

EPA asks public for permission to allow Uranium mining waste disposal in SD aquifer:
No.

Must abide by regulations, and ideally common sense.

Thank you

00012 Individual Subject: Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining
Dear Ms. Shes,
I write with grave concern after reading various possible scenarios regarding uranium and the

Black Hills https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-seeks-public-comment-draft-permits-and-
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) aquifer-exemptionuranium-mining-project.

[...]

The Black Hills are a precious land that has caused much strife for over 100 years. We need to
show respect to the land and to the peoples who reside there and say no to the corporate greed
and yes to environmental safety. Future generations will thank you for saying NO to this mining.

Best,

00016 individual Subject: Exemptions for Uranium Mining
Dear Lisa,

This proposal is simply obscene. Please do everything you can do to stop it.

00017 Individual Dear Shea,

{ am a member of the public who would like to comment on the proposed permits for injecting
uranium into the ground near a SD aquifer.

This is an extremely and astonishingly bad idea.

l understand that the uranium would be ostensibly treated to be made safe before injection.
Still: no. Really, adamantly, no.

]
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Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

 understand that you are an actual person showing up for work every day, just like me, and |
appreciate that at times like this, it is probably a mostly thankless job. | can only hope that
opposing opinions to this idea, like mine, are genuinely counted and can have an impact in
stopping this harebrained proposal. You would indeed be thanked for advocating for the public
who is contacting you with our concerns.

All best,

00026 individual Subject: Uranium mining/aquifer S. D.
f...]

Once again we run the risk of standards for treating the waste not being stringent enough and
residents enduring dangerous conseqguences over time. And once again, big business seeks to
make tons of money off the backs of the little guy, we common folks, who do not have the
money to buy the power to stop them. When will we return to the concept of the common
good? The EPA can embrace that concept and apply it to this situation. Please oppose this
project of uranium mining. Thank you for your time.

00029 Individual Subject: Uranium mining disposal in the black hills

l can't even begin to express how vehemently | oppose allowing uranium mining waste to go into
an aquifer in the black hills. Obviously, no aquifer should be abused in this manner, but having
grown up in spearfish, SD, the idea sickens me that much more. Please don't let this happen!

00040 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) 1| | dividual Subject: Dewey-Burdock
I, § Ex.s personal Privacy (PP | WOl like to say "NO" to the Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining.
00043 Individual Subject: Uranium in SD
I absolutely oppose allowing Uranium mining waste disposal in SD aquifer. We must protect our
environment.
00048 Individual Subject: Powertech and SD and WY drilling
Please do not let them contaminate our water by doing this! | am a Wyoming native and this is
wrong! Please don't let this happen.
As an enrolled member of the Oglala Lakota nation, I'm asking you to please stop letting big
business destroy our resources.
00058 Individual Subject: Oppose allowing injection of hazardous mining waste into Black Hills
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Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

The Hong Kong/China based uranium mining company, Powertech/Azarga that has been
pursuing ISL {in situ leach recovery) mining permits in the Dewey-Burdock, Edgemont area of the
Black Hills, is currently requesting permits from the EPA for waivers from the Clean Water Act for
the Inyan Kara aquifer in order to implement UIC injection wells for mining, and for hazardous
waste permanent deposition from mining activity in the Minnelusa aquifer.

Please DON'T

00074 individual | oppose both permits related to the proposed uranium recovery project in the southern Black
Hills region in Custer and Fall River.

00078 Individual Subject: re aquifer exemption for uranium mining project
Hi,
No. Just, no.
Thanks,

00086 individual Subject: Uranium mining in Edgemont South Dakota

I am totally against uranium mining is Edgemont, South Dakota. | live in Hot Springs, Sd and have
a well that services my house, my livestock, and my business which is a campground.

00105 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! | Individual Subject: Do not support Dewey Burdock uranium aquifer mining

Ms Valois, | am writing to express my concern about the effects on the environment and very
real health risks of the proposed uranium aquifer mining at Dewey Burdock location in the black
hills. { do NOT support this and demand that such be denied to go forward. Given that the
current administration is also cutting back on health care coverage it is even more imperative
that uranium mining be stopped as it will be a health hazard and most will not be able to cover
cancer costs and lose life. This is not good for people of the black hills areas.

Thank you for your voting against this initiative.

00107 Individual Absolutely no! This is completely insane!

00113 Individual Uranium tailings, as you are well aware, are no joke. According to Robert Pole, physics professor
at Cornell University, the estimated deaths as a result of uranium mining may be grossly
underestimated. |, on some level, can understand why some people, in this day and age, might
be fighting for crude oil pipelines, but uranium mines?!? - who, except for the numbered people
who will directly profit from this venture, could possible be in support of this project? White
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moms in Rapid City, native grandmothers on the reservation, ranchers who's cattle depend on
ground water, republicans, democrats, independents, all say no to radioactive waste.

]

Thank you so much for hearing me out and the work that you do as a public servant.

00121 Individual 14). Some polls indicate that upwards of 80% of South Dakotans are against this mining and their
opinions should hold sway.

There is more of course but maybe this email will support denying any permits in this regard.
After all, would you feel comfortable with this business in your back yard?

If | can be of any further support please let me know.

00123 individual To: The Environmental Protection Agency

From: : Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) jomo e e T i

Re: Azarga plan for deep well injection
Please include the following to your comments about the Deep Well Injection. Thank you.

There are many reasons why the EPA should deny Azarga any permit to mine uranium and/or
inject toxic fluids into currently used aquifers in the Dewey Burdock area of South Dakota.

00124 Individual My name is ElEx.sPersonawrivacy(m_}and my wife and | live on a small ranch south of Pringle and have

been there for 26 years.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on Deep Well injection and uranium mining.

My comments here were given at an earlier public meeting opposing the mining. injection | am
not a scientist nor an engineer nor do | receive payment of any kind for being opposed to the
permits in guestion.. | am not a for profit corporation. | have no loyalties or any responsibilities
to show a profit to any stockholders. | am free to do the right thing. When commissioned as an
officer many years ago, | swore an oath to uphold and defend the Constitution. The Constitution
and the Bill of Rights of course support a prime directive: Clarify the responsibilities of the
government and the rights of the people. Not businesses nor corporations’ rights but citizen’s
rights. Our governments’ responsibility is to the health and welfare of those citizens. Every civil
servant, every citizen’s board, every governor is accountable to the citizens who have allowed
them to serve and if they do not protect the health and welfare and the rights of the people then
they have abrogated their prime directive.

My references for this talk are the Power Tech/AZARGA permit application available from the
South Dakota DENR most of which | have read, as well as the website of the NRC and the state
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laws regarding water and mining. | hope to bring your attention to what | believe are
discrepancies and contradictions which should provide reasons for the denial of this permit
application.

Despite P/T's repeated assertions that this operation would be safe, that is simply untrue. Nor is
it true that radiation is actually good for you, nor that one can destroy radiation contamination
by washing it off. PT spokespersons have been willing to freely state that scientific truths are
nonsense apparently comfortable in saying anything that will support their cause regardless of
it’s falseness. This alone should force a denial of the permit.

00124 individual **refer to the Letter of opposition from the FR Conservation District as one example and the
“grave concern” of the RC Council** | also ask the Board to consider and recognize the hundreds
of signatures of people who have signed their names in opposition to this permit. As you know,
these signatures represent upwards of 10 to 20 times those who are opposed. Please deny this
permit.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Thank for your attention.

If time allows, | would like to read this at the May meeting in Hot Springs and will provide a hard
copy if requested.

00126 Individual Subject: Fw: REPORT ON EPA PUBLIC COMMENT HEARINGS

Dear Ms. Shea:

| forward this to make sure you realize the size of the opposition. The voices of the proponents
are few {7%)in comparison to the opponents (93%). This has been true of every hearing | have

attended going back to 2010 or so. In fact, unofficial polls have indicated that this ration holds
steady across the state.

[.]

Show original message

On Friday, May 12, 2017 8:26 PM, "nobhuranium@gmail.com" <nobhuranium@gmail.com>
wrote:

Greetings,

212 people spoke out at the public comment hearings held by the EPA to gather input on the
plan to mine uranium and dispose of mining waste in our aquifers. 197 of those people spoke
against mining and waste disposal {93%).

Now if only the EPA will do what people want and DENY the permits!
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Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

Wopila to native people who braved a bad situation in Edgemont last night, especially the
children.

And to all who worked to get public input, fed people, set up and took down tables, raised
awareness, raised money, had good conversations with new allies, and all that goes into a
project like this -- GOOD JOB!

More discussion on how things went and a chance for your input at the CWA meeting tomorrow
{Saturday) morning at 9 am at the Rapid City Public Library upstairs.

00128 Individual Subject: Fw: Fwd: Featured in Sunday's Paper - It's Now or Never!

I hope | am not over-loading you.

Thanks for for your attention.

[ATTACHMENT: “Featured in Sunday's Paper - It's Now or Never!” (email}]

00129 individual Subject: PowerTech
Dear Ms. Shea:

I have sent this reference information for you interest. It is a very long packet of information
describing the types of serious mistakes those who are opposed to the mining and abuse of
water supplies are concerned about.

Thanks you for your interest.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) [NOTE: This comment suggests that there is an attachment, but none is present]

00143 Individual Subject: UIC

Please do not permit injection of uranium recovery waste.

00144 Individual Subject: Proposed Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site near Edgemont, SD

I am opposed to this project.

00151, Individual Subject: No Uranium Mining in Black Hills
07440 Pls stop.
Thanks

[ATTACHMENT: “NO URANIUM IN TREATY TERRITORY” {image}]

00156 Individual Subject: Nuclear waste
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Why not just force feed that waste to the people. Cut out the middle man as it were.

00161 Individual Subject: PUBLIC HEARINGS — Protect Water for Future Generations.
https://bhcleanwateralliance.org/public-hearings/
Proposed

00162 Individual 5. Because of the rural nature of this project, you will not receive thousands of protests but

please consider the percentage of people from the area who are against this. If this were to take
place outside of Denver, you would receive thousands of emails but 50 people from the area
could be 90% of the area population!

00165 individual Subject: No to Dewey Burdock Uranium acquirer mining

| oppose the Dewey Burdock Uranium acquirer mining. | do not want Uranium mining in treaty
territory acquirers in the Black Hills. | do not want class 5 or class 3 wells in the Black Hills. | say
no to any permits for uranium mining in the Black Hills.

00174 . Individual Subject: Opposition to Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

The proposal to exempt the project from the Safe Drinking Water Act is unacceptable

00184 Individual Subject: uranium

please stop with these bad ideas, that only harm us all.

00193 Individual Subject: UIC Area Permits to Powertech (USA)Inc
Dear Ms. Shes,

Please deny the permits for injection activities related to the proposed uranium recovery project
in the southern Black Hills region in Custer and Fall River Counties of South Dakota. Please do not
allow uranium mining waste disposal in the South Dakota aquifer.

Thank you,

onal

00195 Valois Shea Subject: No Uranium in Treaty Territory

Hello,

{ just wanted to submit a comment to say that | urge you to say no to the Dewey Burdock
Uranium Aquifer Mining. Our future generations are depending on us. | urge you to stand up for
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Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

those who can't stand up for themselves, folks without access to a computer, car, or phone to
submit comments, especially children.

00212 individual Subject: Please reject the Powertech permits
Dear Shea,

I've read about the draft Powertech permits, and urge you to stop both. Water safety must beer
one of three EPA's highest priorities. Reject these permits, please.

00216 Individual Subject: Uranium mining disposal in the Black Hills

I do not know a word that properly expresses how strongly | oppose to this act. Of course, this
act should not be considered okay anywhere but, having relatives in multiple places near the
Black Hills the idea of putting radioactive waste in the ground and therefore ruining the
beautiful, wild Black Hills is sickening. | beg you, please do not let this happen!

00222 Individual Subject: uranium mining must stop

Stop destroying the world. NO uranium mining needed or wanted. You are supposed to protect,
not rape, the Earth.

00224 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Individual Subject: Comment on black hills

I am sending an email about my concern over the potential uranium mining in the black hills and
to say that this is harmful and | am against it. There should be no mining of this or any kind on
native territory where is can harm the environment and pollute natural resources. | hope that
this will be taken into consideration and that the right decision is made. Thank you.

00255 Individual Subject: Uranium Mining in Black Hills
Hello,

I am emailing to say that | do not support the Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining being
planned in the Black Hills of South Dakota. This land should be kept pristine and not harmed as
mining a radioactive material would do.

00278 Individual Subject: No to uranium mining in SD!

Dear EPA, | wish to protest the proposal for uranium mining in the Black Hills of SD. Period.

00279 Individual I am against any mining permits or aquifer exemptions for uranium mining in the Black Hills or
anywhere.
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Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

00280 Individual The history of uranium mining indicates that uranium mining cannot be done without creating
and leaving contamination. This project should be stopped until it can be proved to be safe,
rather than relying on imperfect protection and clean-up processes

00283 Individual Subject: Drilling

Please do not give permission to drill in nation parks

00308 individual No, no, no, to allowing this company to dump its uranium, regardless of what supposed cleanup
they will do to it or supposed monitoring testing that will make it "safe."

00323 Individual Subject: Black Hills mining

Please do all within your power to keep mining of the Black Hills from going any further.

00324 Individual Subject: Public comment on draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining project in
southwestern South Dakota

I would like to voice my concern for the allowing permits on this project. It is only common sense
that if you allow any of these activities, they will eventually have an effect on the environment
around them. [ say NO, resoundly to allowing any type of injection minning any where in our
country.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

We need to invest time, money and efforts into renewable energy sources and stop all dirty fuel
mining now and in the future. If we don't stop now, it will soon be to late. Again | say No to
allowing these permits.

00340 Individual Subject: Nol!
00342 Individual Subject: No to uranium dumping
00344 Individual Subject: Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining

{ wish to submit a public comment requesting NO to Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining

| F Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) EArcata California, 95521.... Formally request that you do not
grant this.

00350 individual Subject: Our generations to come

What is this office doing to us? Would you want your children living near there? | wouldn't allow
my children to live anywhere near there.
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00353 Individual Subject: Re: Public comment period extended through Monday, June 19 for the proposed EPA
actions at the Dewey-Burdock site
HI Valois,

Thanks so much for accepting my full comments at the hearing in Hot Springs. Although | wasn't
able to air my full statement, | am sure you will consider the additional comments concerning
the containment layers and their questionable conditions. This project is utterly unnecessary and
knowingly dangerous. If common sense is considered, there can be no other decision but to
disallow this project. Thanks again.

00356 Individual Dear Mrs/Ms Shea,

t would like to submit the attached resolution for the Dewey Burdock Uranium Mine Injection
Wells for the record the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council is requesting that you deny the permits
for the Injection Wells.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) [ATTACHMENT: “SLTC Resolution 2017-02.PDF"]

00359 individual Subject: Re: NO - thank you for your comments

Whoops. | think | replied too abruptly. Instead | would rather say: Please, please, please deny this
exemption.

it's an emotional issue for me and emotions interfere with my cold reading.

00360 Individual Subject: Re: NO - thank you for your comments

One more thing: Perhaps you would be interested in reading a letter to the editor | wrote that
was published in our local paper yesterday: [ HYPERLINK

"http://www2 ljworld.com/news/2017/mar/13/letter-editor-what-
aboutchildren/?opinion" ]

00366 individual Subject: Re: Powertech in situ leach mining

Statement to oppose the project.

Just read the latest newspaper article about the above proposed project,

And saw to my amazement that the EPA will be "thoughtful" when the decision is made.
That statement is as much an approval from your agency as it is an insult.

I am speaking of the BLACK AND WHITE PROOF why this permit should be denied.

1) document from the USGS of a survey of the Black Hills and the surrounding area.
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00373 Individual As a former elected official living in a sensitive U.S. watershed, | have learned that fresh water
resources are scarce to begin with, and becoming even scarcer, especially West of the 100th
Meridian (I was born in Eastern Many Branstetter and frequently pass through the Black Hills on
my way "home". Other resources, including public confidence, are also scarce these days, which
makes your decisions regarding uranium mining in the Black Hills even more sensitive. As you
know better than |, any activity that may potentially jeopardize these resources needs to be
prioritized against potential and actual gains realized by that activity. Uranium mining in the
Black Hills is an obvious loser in this equation.

Several factors make it clear that these trade offs for uranium mining in the Black Hills would be
a very poor investment in our future as a society, as well as regional residents. First, uranium
mining has known, statistically certain risks (contamination of land and fresh water from mining
and waste disposal), as well as potential risks (mining accidents, nuclear accidents with
catastrophic consequences such as those seen at Chernobyl and Fukushima, loss of community
confidence with its many attendant costs) that are not worth the additional energy produced for
anyone, either regionally or nationally. Second, the increased availability of other, less risky and
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) generally cheaper energy resources make the more risky choice of uranium extraction a poor
investment, strictly from a community investment perspective. At worst, brief energy shortages
may have the effect of reducing public reliance on these energy sources--something which some
think would be a desirable for heavy societal consumption of energy. Third, while | believe that
the jobs created by mining enterprises have value, they do not outweigh even other potential
sources of energy sector jobs, much less the enormous interests of the public and of other
enterprises in clean water and communities confident in the decisions made by their
representatives and other leadership (such as yours). Once this confidence is lost through either
initial decisions or their eventual consequences, regaining public confidence and encouraging
investment may take generations. Risky uranium mining is almost certain to have such effects on
segments of society already troubled by past public decisions.

00391 Individual Subject: under ground injection control

I'm against this. please help save our country. thank-you

00409 individual Subject: Draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining in southwestern SD
Dear EPA,
| oppose the draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining in southwestern South

Dakota. These are our public lands and uranium mining should not sully our national treasures. |
wholeheartedly oppose any such mining on our public lands.
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00411 Individual Subject: No

No to uranium mining waste disposal in SD aquifer.

00427 individual Subject: Aquifer Exemption for Powertech (USA) Inc.

Hello, OBVIOUSLY, there should be no aquifer exemption for Powertech {(USA) Inc.'s uranium
recovery project. NO. Again... NO. Thank you,

]

P.S. I'm sorry you have to work for Scott Pruitt.

00432 individual Subject: Region 8 comment

it is my understanding that you are the contact person for public comments regarding
Powertech's application for a permit to mine in the Wind Cave area of western South Dakota.

I am opposed to mining of any kind in this particular area due to the radioactive waste and other

weaponry already buried in the Dewey Burdock area.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

00437 individual We do not need anymore mining in our beautiful Black Hills. Our lands have been abused and
have suffered enough. Your time would be better well spent trying to change the 1872 mining
laws that are no longer reasonable and should be brought up to date for the 21st century!

00470 individual There are protestors outside trying to save their land. It is not your land it is our land.

00470 individual Just because there are not many people out here — does that mean we have to be a dumping
spot for hazardous waste?

00470 Individual Am adamantly opposed to any uranium mining in SD.

00470 Individual I am an old guy and | am tired of “experts” saying don’t worry we know what we are doing and
them 5 —10 — 15 - 20 - 25 years later woops, this is a problem, what now?

00470 Individual One of my favorite pass times was exploring the Black Hill with my family & children, until |
discovered just out of sight from Hwy 385, several abandoned mine sites, old tools & equipment
& very odd looking dirt, like they just walked away, when the market price of whatever
(uranium/gold — etc.) they were mining fell below profitability. This was all after the last E.P.A.
promises to not harm the sacred Black Hills. | have recent tests of water flowing from the Black
Hills is still contaminated/radiated/ All of a sudden it’s supposed to be all good/credible! | don’t
believe it. Leave the Hills alone. NO approval

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00012



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

00470 Individual | am opposed to the UIC Draft Area Permits and the one associated proposed aquifer exemption
decision for the Edgemont site. | am also opposed to wells to dispose of waste fluids into the
Minnelusa Formation after treatment. | am opposed to any aquifer exemption approval related
to the Class lil permit application. | oppose the injection of lixiviant into the Inyan Kara aquifers. |
want these to continue to be protected against contamination provided under the Safe Drinking

Water Act.
00470 Individual 100% against uranium mining in the Black Hills. Not worth it! No amount of § is!
00470 Individual As a father & teacher that lives near the Black Hills | am strongly opposed to uranium mining

here. | remain unconvinced as to the safety of this project.

00470 Individual If permits are granted we will stop it what ever means necessary. We will fight...P.S. FUCK YOU

00470 Individual { am a mother of three and a farmer in Allen, SD on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. | am
standing in opposition to the proposed Dewey-Burdock uranium mining project. It has been
proven through history that uranium mining has disastrous consequences to human health.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
00470 Individual Do not drill for uranium in SD. it is harmful to the people.

00470 Individual I am here in opposition of the uranium mine & waste disposal wells. My letter with detailed
position is coming in the mail.

00470 Individual There haven’t been any speakers who support the proposed mining. So why should it be done? If
it is approved, it is for money only at the expense of all life? Cleanup is impossible. No mining
please/

00470 Individual | believe there are plenty of other uranium rich places that would not harm a place as beautiful

as the Black Hills.

00470 individual They keep saying this is for economic good, jobs etc. Back in the 40s & 50s they said electricity
would be so cheap they wouldn’t bother to meter it, that hasn’t happened and they have made a
mess. Around the world a [illegible] is dying.

00470 individual I am strongly opposed to this.

00470 Individual NO URANIUM MINING AT DEWEY BURDOCK IN THE BLACK HILLS OF S.D! NOT NOW, NOT EVER.
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00489 Individual Dewey-Burdock is a bad deal.
00489 Individual Please take into close consideration Hannhan LaGarry and Linsey Mclean’s expert scientific

testimony. Job consideration & moneys to be made for such a small populations should never be

Ex. 3 Deliberative Pracess (OP) 11 3llowed to outweigh the possibly devastating effects to millions. Thank you.

00489 Individual This project must be stopped. Please stop this mining.

00489 Individual I do not want any mining or dumping of uranium waste in South Dakota — period.
00489 Individual No, not here, we do not want your stink.

00489 Individual Please pay attention to our request.

00489 individual Benefits of the project are not worth the risk to life and water.

00489 individual This project should be stopped.

00489 Ex. & Personal Privacy (PP) individual NO! NO! NO! Absolutely NO!

00489 individual Therefore, stop the mining. It must not be allowed.

00489 individual The prospect of this mining is insane.

00489 Individual No uranium mining here.

00489 Individual Not Here!

00489 Individual This is not good for the citizens of South Dakota!

00489 Individual Stop drilling — stop Trump

00489 Individual Water is life; uranium is death.

00489 individual This is our children’s legacy!! it is NOT OK to mine uranium! This project should be stopped.
00492 individual Don't let Cameco bring its poisonous waste up here.

KEEP IT IN THE GROUND! NO AQUIFER EXEMPTIONS!!
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00493 Individual NO MORE EXEMPTIONS. MNI WICONI!!

00495 Individual No uranium mining in the black Hills! Do not allow permits for SD lands to become a solution-
mining facility. We don’t need to be a nuclear waste dump either! Thanks

00509 individual Regardless of who owns uranium properties in the Black Hills, | oppose uranium mining in the
area.

00527 Clean Water The citizens of the area that would be most impacted by this project spoke loudly and clearly at

Alliance the hearings in April and May. As many as 700 people attended the hearings. 212 people spoke
(omitting duplicates in Valentine and Rapid City, but counting duplicates in Hot Springs and
Edgemont). Of those 212 people, only 15 (7%) supported the proposal to mine uranium in the
Black Hills and in our water supplies. The vast majority — 93% -- opposed the project. In a
democracy, the will of the people counts.
The EPA should act consistently with the voices of the vast majority of the people at the
hearings, rather than approving a project that is poorly considered, ill-advised, full of gaps, and
dangerous to the health, the economy, the cultural resources, and the environment of the Black

. Hills.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP}

Clean Water Alliance respectfully requests that the EPA halt the permitting processes for the
proposed Dewey-Burdock project by denying the permits and the exemption.

00533 Oglala Sioux Tribe Please find attached comments from the Oglala Sioux Tribe regarding the Dewey-Burdock Class
Il and Class V UIC draft area permits. These comments includes a letter and addendum. Copies
of OST Ordinance No. 07- 40 and Ordinance No. 11-10 are also included. There are several
attachments to the addendum and referenced therein. These attachments are submitted in a
separate email.

Please let me know if you have any trouble opening the attached documents.
[ATTACHMENT; “2017-06-19 OST Comment Letter re Dewey-Burdock with Addendum (final
signed).pdt”; “OST Ordinance 11-10.pdf; OST Ordinance 07-40.pdf”]

00538 Native Research Please find comments attached regarding the Dewey Burdock Uranium Mine in the Black Hills.

Solutions We strongly urge you to deny the requested permits and the aquifer exemption.
[ATTACHMENT: “NRS  Comments for Dewey Burdock I5L Uranium Mine. pdf’]
00552 Santee Sioux Nation |RESOLUTION OF THE SANTEE SIOUX NATION
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TO OPPOSE THE "DEWEY BURDOCK URANIUM MINING PROJECT," IN SUPPORT OF ALL TRIBES
THAT ALSO OPPOSE THIS PROJECT.

Resolution Number: FY2017-35

WHEREAS, the Santee Sioux Nation is a federally-recognized Indian Tribe pursuant to Section 16
of the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984), codified at 25 U.5.C. 476, et seq., as amended by the
Act of June 15, [935, (49 Stat. 378); and

WHEREAS, the Santee Sioux Nation is governed by a Tribal Council made up of elected
representatives who act in accordance with the powers granted to it by its Constitution and By-
Laws, as amended on August 30, 2002 by Secretarial Election; and

WHEREAS, the Santee Sioux Nation Tribal Constitution, with the inherent powers of self-
governance, recognizes the Powers of Self Governance and authorizes the Tribal Council, under
Article N, Section 1 to promulgate and enforce ordinances providing for the maintenance of law
and order and general welfare of the Nation; and

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has RESPONSIBILITY OF MAINTAINING AND GUARANTEE THE
HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF IT'S PEOPLE OF THE SANTEE SIOUX NATION

WHEREAS, THE URANIUM MINING PROJECT BY DEWEY BURDOCK OR ANY OTHER COMPANY OR
URANIUM MINING ACTNITIES ARE DANGEROUS, UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND FURTHERMORE,
DETRIMENTAL TO THE FUTURE OF OUR GENERATIONS TO COME.

[...]

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council determined that it is in the best interest of the Santee Sioux Nation
AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF THE SANTEE SIOUX NATION AND OTHER NATIONS OF THE
GREAT SIOUX NATION AND OPPOSE ANY URANIUM MINING IN, ON OR AROUND THE BLACK
HILLS.

WHEREAS, THE SANTEE SIOUX NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL, ELECTED BY THEIR PEOPLE, ALONG
WITH TREATY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ISANT! DAKOTA FURTHER OPPOSE URANIUM
MINING AND THE DEWEY BURDOCK URANIUM MINING PROJECT.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Santee Sioux Nation, acting through its Tribal Council,
hereby approves and adopts THIS RESOLUTION, OPPOSING URANIUM MINING IN, ON OUR
AROUND THE BLACK HILLS AND FURHTER OPPOSES THE DEWEY BURDOCK URANIUM MINING
PROJECT.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED BY THE SANTEE SIOUX NATION TRIBAL
COUNCIL IN A SPECIAL MEETING HELD AT THE TRIBAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE SANTEE SIOUX
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NATION ON APRIL 24th, 2017 AND PASSED BY MOTION NUMBER 10 (TEN) AND ENACTED
IMMEDIATELY.

CERTIFICATION
This will certify that the foregoing resolution was considered at a meeting of the Santee Sioux
Tribal Council of the Santee Sioux Nation, duly cal.lled and held on the 24 day of April, 2017, and

was adopted by a vote of 7 FOR, 0 AGAINST and 1 NOT VOTING OR ABSENT. A quorum of 8 was
present.

00554 South Dakota State | District 9 Medical Society Opposition to in-situ and open pit Uranium Mining in the Black Hills of
Medical Association |South Dakota

South Dakota State Medical Association

1. WHEREAS, the value of Uranium has increased due to the current number and projected
increase in Nuclear Power Plants in the world (436 currently and 90 projected for the next 15
years), and

2. WHEREAS, the Black Hills of South Dakota geology shows a rich source of Uranium and

07450 Individual Subject: NO to uranium mining!

Thank you for the oportunity, once again, to say NO to uranium works, test hole, exploration,
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) WHATEVER it is the companies want to do. It is WRONG, it is insane the propaganda about job
creation and the fantasy the process is safe. Please, NO MORE!

07458 individual There should be NO deficiencies where OUR WATER is concerned. Regardless of who owns
uranium properties in the Black Hills, | oppose uranium mining in the area.

07459 Individual No more exemptions. Mni Wiconi. Water is life.

(Valentine

hearing)

07460 Individual The radioactivity that could possibly be released, you know. Say it's an all clean mine and there's

(5/8 Rapid no accident, in an ideal world, maybe. But the fact that there's a chance, that's never going to

City hearing) get cleaned up.

I love this state. | love the people in this state. And just like the speaker prior to me, when this is
one place where we're all coming together and saying, No, thank you. So | don't really have any
more to say. Just thanks for listening, and you'll be in my prayers, too.
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07460 Individual CHRISTINE SANDVIK: Hi. My name is Christie Sandvik, and I'm coming to you as a local resident, a
(5/8 Rapid scientist, a conservationist, and an American. | -- and | urge you guys to stand up against the
City hearing) uranium mining in the Black Hills.
I was born and raised in South Dakota, and | hold a bachelor's in science in global environmental
science and a master's in atmospheric and environmental science, and | worked in the -- at South
Dakota School of Mines and Technology in the Biogeochemistry Core -- lab for three years.
{ feel lucky growing up in South Dakota that {'ve had access to the Black Hills. Because of trespass
rights, we have been allowed to have responsible and respectful use of the Black Hills, and | think
that's very important.
| think it's important for us to remember that one person or group can really spoil the whole
thing forever, and we shouldn't be allowing foreign companies to do this.
[...]
And I'm going to conclude by just saying the national parks, we always -- because we have
trespass rights to them, it feels like as an American they're ours.
They belong to you and me, we have access to them, and they are ours to enjoy, and | can't
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) imagine taking that away from us or making it so that we're unsafe in those areas. So please
stand up against uranium mining in the Black Hills.
That's all. Thank you so much.
07460 Individual Therefore, Dakota Rural Action has resolved that it calls for a moratorium, a complete
(5/8 Rapid moratorium on uranium mining in our -- in our area.
City hearing)
07460 individual Regardless of who owns uranium properties in the Black Hills, | oppose uranium mining in the
(5/8 Rapid area.
City hearing)
07460 individual CHLOE OLSON: Hi. My name is Chloe Olson, and | am an environmental engineering student at
{5/8 Rapid the School of Mines. First, I'd like to say | am a proponent of nuclear energy because | think it's a
City hearing) clean alternative to fossil fuels, but | do not support the mining of uranium in the Black Hills.
07460 individual CHRISTIN SIOMELING: Thank you, everyone. Thank you for doing this, and | want to thank all the
(5/8 Rapid speakers. | just got here about an hour ago, and | hope | don't cry here, but -- you did say my
City hearing) name pretty close. Sjomeling is how you say it.
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No, | guess, in one word is what we beg that this doesn't happen. | talked to my dad this
morning. He had -- he came with the national security side of it to me. | said, Dad, | don't know.
It's kind of like Ms. Henderson said, we get one chance.

07460 Individual And | stand here entirely in opposition of uranium mining in the Black Hills.

(5/8 Rapid (Speaking in indigenous language.)

City hearing)

07461 Individual CHERYL ANNE RUEBNER-MALROQOY: Hello.

(5/9 Rapid So when | walked into this room, | found a whole bunch of papers with some semi-laymen's

City hearing) terms, scientific information about what is planned to be done with this uranium mining project.
But | very soon realized, after sitting down to read them, that | don't have to read them and
nobody else has to read them because there's no reason for any of this to be happening in the
first place.
And, yeah, we could -- we could all come up here and advocate for the rights of the people that
have lived on this land, and we should. But when it comes down to it, whoever is making these
unilateral decisions should take into account their own survival.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) . . . . . .

Because when you're dealing with bullies, ethics doesn't come into play. You can't convince
bullies to care about anything except for themselves.
[...]
So the last thing I'm going to say here is that the only heavy metal we need is the heavy metal
that has a bass guitar, drums, a guitar, and a lead singer. Thank you.

07462 individual You are on this list if you allow this malicious insult to our beautiful homeland, our beautiful

(Hot Springs Black Hills, our beautiful lives to continue. We have heard all the promises and assurances of the

hearing) corporate hierarchy. You should know by now they cannot be trusted.
| pray for your well-being. | pray you -- | pray you have the courage to handle the immense
pressure this guestion is asking.

07463 Individual ABREY FLUTE: (Speaking in indigenous language.)

(Edgemont My name is Abrey Flute. My traditional name is Hiha Sila, Owl Boy. And | think out of all the

hearing)

Native Americans here, I'm probably the most colonized maybe.
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But you know, we had a voice from the future come up here, and it was that young man right
there, you know. He showed us that he's fighting for his future in this, you know, county, in this
town.

You know, he's a warrior, an akicita, in my book. For him to come up here and say the things he
said, you know, it moved me, you know. And it showed me that, you know, this is a right fight to
fight for.

And | would like to also say that I'm pretty sure, you know, you guys aren't bad people, you
know. We're all human. We all bleed, and we all, you know, need essential things, like water,
food, and certain things.

I'm pretty sure that this is a tough job to come up here and do, but | would like to say that, you
know, | answered the call to Standing Rock and stood with my people there. | answered the call
here and stood with everybody here.

And | just wanted to say that oil and uranium should not be coming out of the ground. Mother
Earth did not ask for this. You know, you can come up with any scientific thing. You can come up
here with papers and say, you know, the facts, you know, things that have come up.

But the future is created by those that are searching for the uncertain and that are discovering
the unknown. And go ahead and put down, you know, this uranium project, but who's to say
that, you know, the people who are willing to govern it and oversee it will be here in 15 years, 20
years when young men like him have to fight for decisions that adults chose for them and that
they didn't choose themselves.

So, you know, | just want to say, just wanted to say that and hau.

07463 Individual JANIE STEIN: The science in the 1950s told us that uranium mining, the way they did it then was
(Edgemont safe. Let's talk to the Dine people about that. Let's talk to the original people of the land about
hearing) justice and environmental justice. Let's see what they have to say about it.

We've been hearing testimony the last few days. I've sure learned a lot. And we've heard from
Ex. € Personal Privacy (PP) many experts, the facts and figures and statistics about why this is a bad idea to continue this
project, the Dewey-Burdock uranium project.

07463 individual MIENGUN PAMP: Hi. My name is Miengun Pamp. | spoke two times so far.
(Edggmont Obviously I'm here in opposition to the whole project. You know, there's just a lot to say about it,
hearing) so | don't think I'll sit here all day and spew big, huge emotional speeches at you or anything. |

don't have one today.
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It's just common sense honestly at this point. Like, no matter how foolproof something is, there's
always going to be a problem, and when you're dealing with something to this extent, you know,
the dangers of it, it's a little ridiculous to take that chance.

Like a hiccup, you know, a little bump in the road, that's millions of people. That's, you know,
hundreds of lives that would be gone so fast.

It's a generational problem. Like genetically, you would be affected, your kids are affected,
anything that survived after that would be affected. It's, you know, just a little idiotic to let it go,
you know, oh, it'll be fine. But if it's not, there's nowhere to go. There's no out. You wouldn't
even know it was happening until it was too late.

Just figured I'd say how | felt one last time, and everybody have a nice day.

07463 individual Keep it in the ground. No aquifer exemptions.

(Edgemont

hearing)

07463 Individual No uranium. We don't want it. We didn't want it then. We didn't want it in the '50s, '70s, the
(Edgemont | Ex- € Personal Privacy (PP) 2000s, and we sure the hell don't want it now. We didn't want it when you showed up here on
hearing) your boats. We don't want it. We didn't need it then, we don't need it now.

07642 Individual | want to now speak on a comment that Mr. Hollenbeck did -- had made: Uranium mining has
(Hot Springs already been proven safe in other areas.

hearing) I'm not exactly sure what other areas Mr. Hollenbeck has been referring to, but in my research, it

has not at all been proven safe. In fact, uranium mining and processing is both water- and
energy-intensive. By-products are considered hazardous and highly radioactive.

Although uranium is natural if left in the ground, when mined, it no longer remains in its natural
state. As toxic radioactive material is mobilized, once removed from the ground, humans and
wildlife face a greater likelihood of exposure to uranium and its by-products by inhaling
contaminated dust in the air or by ingesting contaminated water and food.

The product from uranium mining is a powder that, when stored in drums, emits radiation as the
uranium breaks down. Waste products left behind remain hazardous and radioactive for 100,000
years. Substances and tailings include thorium-234, radium, radon, lead, bismuth, polonium.

For every ton of radioactivity that is stored in tailings, there are additional tons of toxic
chemicals. These toxic chemicals are dangerous to the human health and increase the risk of
cancer and genetic defects. This has been proven by the National Academy of Science
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of the United States.

They further state that it has not been proven that uranium mining is safe and that the unknown
risks are just too great to compensate for unknown anticipated rewards. Banning uranium and
mining and milling should be enforced.

07642 individual Look into their eyes and please, please for their future and your children's and their children's
(Hot Springs future, stand up for what is right and protect our water, protect our children, and stop uranium
hearing) mining, period.

And don't mine in the Black Hills. And clean up the existing mines that are currently left
unattended and uncared for and were not disposed of properly before you even think of mining
again anywhere else.

8050 (10/5 Individual This is from my husband, a retired physician: | am a retired physician in internal medicine. My

Hot Springs name is Hasan Akhtar, and | am totally against any kind of toxic material dumping or uranium

hearing) mining because these are very dangerous for health and for all living things. Thank you.

8050 (10/5 Individual | just wanted to add, this morning | said | copied all of your -- that you put on the internet all of

Hot Springs the comments that was made from 2017. | went through that and figured out that there was 97

hearing) percent of the people that spoke was against this proposal to begin with, and only 3 percent of
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) the people who spoke for it, and most of them were from Edgemont.

Tonight -- or today, {'ve been keeping track. There's been nobody for this redoing of the same
thing that we wanted voted down before.

So how many times are you going to come up here with some word change or something taken
out or something added and ask us to testify why we think it's a bad idea?

8050 (10/5 Individual Hello. My name is Jason Rutz. I'm 40 years old. I'm from Hot Springs here.

Hot Springs My heart is beating a little bit fast. | wasn't planning on being here today. | was supposed to be

hearing) out of town. But we didn't make it, so I'm here. And I'm glad to be here, glad to see so many
people standing up and talking about this issue.
But my hope is that this is just a process that you guys have to go through and that that's what
you're doing, that you're actually not going to consider this.
8050 (10/5 Individual | feel the need to stand up and talk because | have children, and | hope they continue to live here
Hot Springs in the Black Hills and raise their children and their children's children. You know, | realize you
hearing) guys are just here representing this huge agency that you have no control over.
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8050 (10/5 [ gy, 6 Personal Privacy (pp) | | INdividual Good morning. And thank you for allowing me to speak here. I'm -- I'm going to speak on a
Hot Springs personal level from health issues and educational issues.

hearing) My name is Donald J. Hotz, and | have lived in the Black Hills for about 28 years now. | wasin

education all my life, basically, and | retired after about 31 years of educational service to special
education students.

When | started teaching, | worked with handicapped people and disadvantaged people, and |
really got a good view of what cripples people and -- and what really affects their lives.

And one of our main goals in the American culture is to have life, liberty, and pursuit of
happiness. And many of those rights are -- they are guaranteed to us, but we can't always
achieve those, and especially the disadvantaged and the unhealthy.

{ was really healthy until | was about 33 years old. | started teaching at Edgemont, South Dakota,
and the apartments that [ were living -- that | was living in had uranium tailings placed around it.
And this is low-level radiation.

And sometimes they say they don't know what low-level radiation does to people, but they have
government studies and government books out that tell exactly what low-level radiation does to
people.

What it did to me, basically, was wreck my life and my career at the time. | began my first public
teaching job at Edgemont. And | was in the best shape | had ever been in my life at 32 going
there, and within six months, | was in the worst shape | had ever been in my life.

And all my health problems can't be blamed on uranium, but my exaggerated problems with
allergies and lung problems and all this basically erupted when | lived at Edgemont around those
uranium tailings that were produced by the Silver King Mines and given away free to people to
contaminate Edgemont.

So anyway, after living there for two years, and the last 18 months in really poor health and
basically just getting out of bed to go to work and then coming home and going to bed just so |
could get through the night and the next day, and that went on for the 18 months.

And then { -- | finally, | got another job. And my health got a little bit better gradually as | got
away from Edgemont and from the Silver King's uranium tailings.

So | guess, to make a long story short, the government does know what the low-level radiation
does to our health, and many of them don't understand that when we're at a lower functioning
level, our productivity is lower, and we have more health issues.
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We're more of a burden on the -- on the insurance that we have to collect. We don't do our jobs
as well. And it's just -- it's a tough life. And you can't really see how that affects someone unless
you walk in their shoes.

The last thing I'd like to say is that | have friends from Colorado that, they lived here and had a
business here. And they helped encase a whole building in Colorado somewhere that Silver King
left that was contaminated. And they -- their health went bad after they helped encase this
building in cement.

So | just hope that we can have more respect for the land and the people and the water
resources and the spirit of this land, not just to use it and abuse it, but to try to follow some good
rules and laws to protect it.

That's all { have. Thank you.

8050 (10/5 Individual My name is Frank James. I'm from eastern South Dakota. And | guess the first thing I'd like to
Hot Springs say is I'd call on the EPA to deny these permits, full stop.
hearing) I'll also say -- and I'm the director of Dakota Rural Action, a statewide grassroots group. You've

already heard from some of our members, and you'll hear from more.

And the reason | say that is because it gives me the opportunity to talk to a lot of people. And
yesterday | talked to a farmer from Hulbert, South Dakota, 40 miles east of the Missouri River.

He told me about a well their family has, an artesian well, 1900 foot deep. The important thing
is the source of the water for that well is the Black Hills. Hundreds of miles from the Black Hills,
1,900 foot deep, they are pulling -- water is coming out under its own pressure, tremendous

pressure.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

He said that if it's unregulated, there will be -- it will produce hundreds of gallons a minute. And
the water comes up warm, warm enough to keep cattle waterers ice-free in South Dakota
winters.

And we act like we understand what's going on under -- under -- under the Earth. To me, thisis
science fiction stuff. There's pressures and things happening with the water that allow the water
to come up hundreds of miles from its source, under pressure, and with heat. Incredible.

And we act like we know what we're doing. We don't. You have no idea. And we need to just
listen to the wisdom that's been here speaking to you and say no. Thank you.

8050 (10/5 individual Thank you for coming. | don't know -- [ truly don't know why you're here. You're listening to our
Hot Springs comments and our concerns here.
hearing)

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00024



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

You were here in 2017, and there was more people here then. And we're still here. So | don't
understand, truly, why you're here. You're supposed to be protecting the people. I'm not going
to attack the proponents or I'm not going to attack anyone who is for or against it. I'm on the
side of life and my life.

I drink this water, and this water is an inherent right in every living thing, even the people who
are going to be mining. Okay? They don't have to live here after they're gone. We do.  And
anger isn't working. Anger only makes you ugly. Okay? I'm on a path of spiritual freedom, and
that freedom tells me I'm responsible for my actions, as every living thing is. And that's what the
law is supposed to do for us, is hold us accountable.

You know, when the laws of our heart are written down to be followed, it's been destroyed
already. Because what's in our hearts is what's really important. Now | had a big speech here to
attack you guys, and | didn't want to do that because that's not going to work.

I mean, we live in a warring universe. There's no denying that. There's always going to be a war
somewhere. Now, that war has to be fighting for life, not to destroy it.

It's hard because | feel powerless against you people. We all do. We gave you this Senate Bill
158 in 2011. The people who want to mine went there ahead of time to remove the obstacle of
getting their permits first, and it worked. That's our representative who is supposed to be
representing us.

it didn't represent me because that's not what | would have done. And | know, judging by all the
people talking here today, it didn't represent your thoughts and feelings.

And your science -- | mean, science has become -- there's good science, and there's bad science.
There's -- it's a world dichotomy. It's left and right.

But the only science that we should be concerned of is the science that protects us, not this
"Frankenscience" that's creating new elements that we don't even know how to control.

{ saw on a business card of a survivalist trainer, he says, "Mother Nature first provides the test
and then the lesson." Let's not fail this test. We have -- we can stop it right now. You know, the
cost to mine, refine, burn, and eliminate radioactivity is too great.

Mother Nature has put it in the ground safely, relatively safely away from us. It's not harming us
right now. But when we refine it down, we make it more powerful, and that power is something
we cannot control. No matter how smart you think you are, it will not work.

We have Fukushima, Chernobyl. And if you want to talk economics, over $250 billion worth of
economic loss in Fukushima. And that's just money. We can't drink money.
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I'm going to give you something today that may help you in your fight for your life. And I'm not
representing anyone but myself right now in life because | can't do that. You have to do that for
yourselves. That's what this Constitution is supposed to support.

It's a word, and it's a chant. And it's there to open your heart to the love that the Creator has for
you. It loves the people who want to mine, and it loves the people who don't want them to
mine.

But it's got to effect something, and it'll fill your heart with love because we have a choice to
accept that love or to be a negative proponent and hate life.

That word is HU. And it's pronounced like this: (Singing) HU, (singing) HU. Sing it with reverence
for it. It's nondenominational. it doesn't mean you're a part of my path. We're a part of all the
same road leading home to the Creator. We are all on that journey, even the miners and even
the people who want this, everybody.

it is indiscriminate, and it loves everybody. Thank you.

8050 (10/5 | Ex. & Personal Privacy (PP) i Individual Hello. My name is Leora Meek-Dappen. | am a holistic nutritionist and practice as a natural
Hot Springs health practitioner here in Hot Springs.
hearing) | wasn't going to speak at first because | didn't have anything prepared and | didn't feel like | had

enough science behind me to deal with it. But as we've seen today, there's plenty of people
speaking about the science of it, so I'm not going in that direction so much today as to speak
about what really matters.

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: Could you get closer to the mic, please?

LEORA DAPPEN: Sure. This is not about the elements of uranium or plutonium or about the
compounds that make up this nasty toxic waste that they want to dump on our beautiful hills.
This is about the human element, the human element.

At the end of the day, all of us go home to our families. | know that even you guys have families
that you care about, that you want to have safe drinking water, healthy food, clean air. That's
what everybody wants at the end of the day, because their families matter and it's about the
human element.

{ do have a science background, and | can give you all kinds of science connecting food and
health. You know, I've helped people with many, many conditions bounce back from chronic
health conditions through nature, through Mother Earth.

I've gardened my entire life, and | know at the end of the day, again, we're going to go home and
enjoy our backyards or go sit by the river, which is what my favorite thing to do is. Nothing more
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healing than taking your shoes off, socks and shoes and getting in that beautiful, beautiful pure
water that we all love to enjoy.

On another note, look at the audience here. Who is representing here? It's the indigenous
people, right? It's almost -- it is. It's super embarrassing that we're not more represented here
by -- and I'm sorry to all the indigenous people here that you are doing the work. You're still
fighting.

They are the ones fighting because they have the wisdom to know what this is doing. And thatis
the human element. Not all of these other science -- nothing else but the human element and
the -- the connection with Mother Earth.

We are just visitors here. And it's our responsibility to protect Mother Earth with every, every
ounce of our energy.

On a scientific note, food is life, water is life. | heal people with water. With water. You're
either purifying or you're polluting with water. When you drink toxic water, you're polluting
your body.

We don't want our kids to have toxic water. Seven generations down the line, we don't want
them to have toxic water or food or air. We want them to have clean elements.

And we go home, and we don't think about it because it's -- you know, your children, you're able
to protect them because you don't live here. You don't live in the areas where this is affecting
everybody and their children and seeing cancers rise up everywhere. If you lived there, you
understand.

And that's what we hope and pray every single night that you'll understand, that the people who
live here and the people who have come from here are doing it for their children and their
children's children and their children's children.

And science -- screw science. it changes all the time. We know that as scientists. They are
always coming up with different things. One of my favorites, | have it -- | have it framed at
home. Butter. About five years ago, Time Magazine on their front cover had a big pad of butter.
And all it said, the subtitle was: Eat butter. Why the scientists were wrong.

They finally realized butter is healthy. Well, I've known that forever. Indigenous people have
known that forever. The Inuit, they eat nothing but blubber. Naturally, we know these things.

And if you listen to your heart and listen to that spirit inside, we know, everybody knows this is
wrong, just flat-out wrong. And | just pray that you make the right decision and support the
human spirit and the human element, not the uranium element. Thank you.
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8050 (10/5 | gx. 6 Personal Privacy (pp) i| Individual BEN SHARP: Hi, there.

Hot Springs PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: Hello.
hearing)

BEN SHARP: My name is Ben Sharp. I'm from here. Thisis my home. | grew up here. [ spenta
lot of my time overseas, but I've come back to my home.

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: What's your name?

BEN SHARP: Ben Sharp.

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: We can't hear you.

BEN SHARP: Sorry. I'll have to lean in. There we go. | prepared something. | didn't want to miss
anything important.

In some ways, it's really hard to know what to even say to you people because to anyone who's
been paying attention, you've heard this already. We've said it all already.

| spoke at the NRC five years ago. Five years on, | could almost recycle the same comments |
made then because nothing of substance has changed.

And yet, you know, here you are again, asking the same questions, peddling the same nonsense
as if somehow you think that you can just keep coming back. What, eventually you'll get the
answer you want? Or we'll stop paying attention? Stop showing up here to tell you no?

It's been going on a lot longer than those five years. This uranium nonsense has been going on
for decades, well before | was born. So write this part down, take this back to your political
masters, and deliver this message clearly: We don't want you here. We don't want this. We
don't agree. We don't consent. We don't approve of these plans.

And that's never going to change. No matter how many times you keep coming back, no matter
how many legal loopholes you assemble and they jump through, no matter how many hired gun
consultants you pay to produce these ridiculous sham impact assessments masquerading as
science, this is our home. This land doesn't belong to you.

Technically, it doesn't belong to any of us. But for those of us who love it and call it home, this
land takes care of us, and we have a responsibility to take care of it, too. And we're not just
going to look the other way while you make plans to poison and destroy it.

Now, maybe you object to the way that | say "you" and point my finger at you as if each of you
individually bear responsibility for the whole history of this government's attempts to turn our
home into a toxic waste dump.

Perhaps you object to the way | attribute to you some larger intention, as if you personally are
the architects of this plan. Of course we know that's not true, but it's also irrelevant.
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All through history, every atrocity, every egregious crime, every genocidal project has been
perpetrated not by psychopaths and not by bad people even necessarily. It's not like the stupid
Nazi movies they peddle at us.

Large-scale atrocities are committed by systems, governments, bureaucracies, corporations,
international financial networks that are designed to ensure that no one person is ever
responsible.

Every person inside this system can always state they are only doing their job, just following
orders, and the crimes are guaranteed. That's the system you're here representing today. We
know you're just a part of it. We know you're just following orders.

So when [ say "you," I'm not talking only to you personally, I'm talking to the people you're
representing, the corrupt politicians who sold this county out in the '80s or earlier, and the
international bankers they sold it out to, and the technocrats and the middlemen they've been
hiring ever since to make sure that all of the wealth of this country and this planet are turned
into dollars, and then those dollars flow only to them. You're their hired messengers. So go
ahead, takes these messages back to them.

But I'm also talking to you individually, and we should write down your names. Maybe they
don't pay you enough to see or care about the big picture. Maybe you don't study history.

But just because you might choose to stay ignorant of history doesn't mean you're not
responsible for the part that you choose to play in it.

The Nuremberg trials established pretty clearly that claiming ignorance or "l was just following
orders" is no defense, even from minor players and yes-men in the system delivering atrocity
and genocide.

This plan is an atrocity. For the Lakota, it's just one more round of a genocidal project that's
been going on for 150 years. I'm not saying that you guys will ever be held accountable at some
future Nuremberg. I'm pretty sure you're safe, so you can all sleep easy maybe.

But unless you have no conscience, unless you don't believe in anything bigger than yourselves,
you might consider that you put your soul at risk. Do you really want to go there?

A few factual things. This is a dry part of the world. Okay? There's no -- our rivers are not fed by
snowmelt. Without groundwater, this is the -- I'm not going to stop in a minute.

You take a poll. If everybody raises their hand and wants me to stop in a minute, l'll stop in a
minute. Give me about four.

This is the great American desert without groundwater. Mostly -- mostly it will be uninhabitable.
And you're proposing with a straight face that you will deliberately, permanently, write off whole
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aquifers, the water on which our lives and economies and futures depend? It'sinsane. And it
fits the definition of genocide for indigenous people.

I'm a scientist. | have a master's degree. | have a Ph.D. | design and evaluate statistical methods
and computer models for a living. And without going into the details, the science on which this
whole thing is based is a joke. Others have spoken to these details already.

The geology of the Hills is all fractured. The water moves between the aquifers. The natural
fissures are there, not to mention the thousands of abandoned boreholes that will never be
plugged.

The TVA proved all that in the '70s, but then Powertech bought the data and five years ago, they
hid it, claimed it was confidential. That was illegal, but nobody seemed to matter.

There's no way to contain the waste on the surface in a harsh and variable climate like this one.
There's no way to prevent the water from -- from spreading underground between aquifers.

The computer model that Powertech cited to assert otherwise five years ago was pathetic. It's a
deterministic model, not even fitted to data. It just reproduced the phony assumptions that
Powertech fed into it.

Hannan LaGarry showed five years ago that Powertech cherry-picked only a handful of well test
£x.5 Dellborative Process (OF) results and hid the ones that were inconvenient. That was illegal. Nobody seemed to care.
PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: You need to start wrapping up your comments, please.
BEN SHARP: No. I'm not going to stop. Give me five more minutes because --
PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: You don't have five more minutes.

{Comments from audience.)

CARYN LERMAN: I'm next, Number 47. I'd like to give him my --

BEN SHARP: You know, this is just it. You don't follow your own rules. You don't follow your
own rules. And yet you expect us to all jump through your hoops.

Just listen, Man.

PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: |set out --

MR. SHARP: Just listen.

PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: -- at the beginning of the hearing that each person --
UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: We don't care.

PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: -- had five minutes --

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: We don't care.
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UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: We want to hear what he has to say.
BEN SHARP: Nothing has changed.

CARYN LERMAN: | signed up next, and I'd like to give him my --
PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: | appreciate --

BEN SHARP: Thank you, ma'am.

PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: | appreciate that. I'll accept that.

BEN SHARP: We've seen no new science since the last science was shown to be fraudulent,
What was illegal five years ago is still illegal today. We should ask, Why are you even here again?
This is illegal, too.

The EPA is breaking its own rules now by even considering these permits -- rules about tribal
consultation, rules about time available for public comment, rules about cultural and
environmental impact assessments. And you really think we're just not going to notice?

Here's the point. This is a really peaceful part of the world. The people here are nice. They are
reasonable. They are polite. They are not greedy. They take care of one another. And for the
most part, they believe in democracy. They believe in the rule of law.

But do you really think you can come and break your own laws over and over again to railroad
this thing through and still expect that everyone who will be affected by this is just going to keep
protesting politely, signing petitions, showing up at meetings while you proceed to turn our
home into a toxic waste disposal site?

So ask yourself, what will you do if these permits are granted and some people here then decide
in a few years, since you've already broken every legal and moral law to make this happen, the
only option left is resisting in other ways?

Will you hire private military contractors to sic attack dogs on women and kids carrying American
flags and Lakota prayer sticks? That's what you did in North Dakota two years ago. Do you want
to go there?

Will you hire undercover agents to infiltrate the local resistance? Hire goon squads to fire-bomb
our houses, beat people to death, leave their bodies along rural road ditches? That's what you
did in the '70s in the reservation. That wasn't so long ago. There's people here who remember.

But | tell you what, look around. Some things have changed since the '70s. Listen to what you're
hearing. Look at what's happening in this country. Your divide and conquer nonsense isn't
working so well anymore.
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Some of us may have voted for the red state puppet and some of us may have voted for the blue
state puppet. But more and more of us are seeing that no matter what color puppet you've got
reading the teleprompter, the puppeteer is the same, and the puppeteer doesn't care about us.

That's the man you're working for, whether you understand it or not. And that's -- to that man,
we're all disposable. We're all expendable. We're all just in the way. So look around. It looks to
me like this time the cowboys and the hippies and the Indians are all on the same side.

If you want -- if you won't take no for an answer and this whole thing escalates and you go all
1970s on us, this time might need to start killing white guys, too. We know you could do it. We
know the man you work for has more guns and bigger guns than we do.

But, you know, you start sending snipers and SWAT teams against guys, white guys that dress
and talk like the Marlboro Man, the myth of American democracy starts to fall apart a little bit.
We saw that in Oregon and Nevada the last couple years.

Ultimately, they didn't pull the trigger, did they? Why? Because that myth is all you've got. Do
you really want to go there? If it goes that far, I'm sure you'll say you aren't the ones
responsible.

But every time you break your own rules and sell out this land and these people to foreign
financial interests, none of the money is ever going to come here. None of the benefits are ever
going to come here. The pie is shrinking, folks. We are last on the list. We're expendable now.

if you do that, you make that one step closer to making that inevitable. Let's not go there.
Last thing I'm going to say, and I'll say it to the room because | think | should. I've said enough to
the rest of you.

To all the Indian guys in the room, on behalf of all the white guys in the room, I'm sorry that it
took us this long to recognize that we're all on the same team here. You know, it should have
happened a few decades back, if not more.

To all the white guys in the room, | don't think you need to hear me say it, but you know, we're
next. Russell Means said this in the '70s to a bunch of ranchers down in Nebraska when they
were pushing the uranium down there.

He pointed at them all and he said, You're the next Indians. You're just as disposable now as we
have always been.

So, great, you know, we have all got the racial harmony and equality that we all wanted, maybe
not the way we wanted it, but now they will kill us all equally. Or not.

As the pie starts to shrink and this part of the country becomes, you know, a write-off for the
people who make the decisions, we can either sell out to them and work in their company store
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and extract their toxic waste and breathe their crap and die early of cancer, or we can find
another way to live.

if we've got good land and good water and we've got each other and we stick together and don't
fall for the divide and conquer bullshit, | think this would actually be a pretty good place to live.

PRESIDING OFFICER HALL: Your time is up.
BEN SHARP: Yeah. Well, your time should have been up a lot of years ago.

8050 (10/5 || gx. ¢ Personal Privacy PPy | | INdividual My name is Jerry Meyer. | live near Black Hawk, South Dakota, on the other side of Rapid City. |
Hot Springs have lived in the Black Hills most of 53 years. Been through this many times before.
hearing) Were any of you here in 2017 in Ramkota? | thought a couple of you looked familiar. So you've

been through this before.

You know, | empathize with you and your roles in this country because you are so powerless, not
only because we have an EPA administrator who used to be a coal country lobbyist in the person
of -- is it Andrew Wheeler? Yes.

So | don't have a lot of the faith in his ability to support you in the EPA who actually have good
intentions and try to carry them out in your work protecting our environment, which is your
primary job.

And we have a president who takes pride -- took pride in getting elected by saying he was going
to reduce regulations. The main regulations I've seen him reduce have been those protecting
our environment.

And so when it comes time to elect officials, please keep that in mind. That stuff flows downhill
and people will get appointed to those kind of positions, not elected positions, to do the bidding
of the guy in charge. So we need a new guy in charge.

The Black Hills have been pillaged and raped for a long time. We have two Superfund sites
currently still in the Black Hills. One from the Homestake Gold Mine, there's still contaminants in
the sediment along the creek of -- the banks of White Creek that flow into the Belle Fourche
River that flows into the Cheyenne River which goes down to the reservations.

Everything seems to go down to the reservations. You get the worst of it. I'm hoping that there
will be some kind of oversight and monitoring, as somebody else brought up earlier, that has
been eliminated from the new draft regulations that will have a little more oversight on what is
allowed to be injected or to be allowed in this uranium mine if indeed it ever gets off the ground,
which | hope it doesn't.

But anyway, my empathy to you in trying to do your job. That's all | have to say.
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8050 (10/5 Individual Hello. My name is Nancy Kile. { am a resident of Sioux County, Nebraska. I'm also an Oglala

Hot Springs tribal member. My father's family occupied and settled in Sioux County near the Oglala National
hearing) Grasslands.

| was born in Crawford where the Crow Butte mine resides, and | know how that mine came into
my community. It was drought, it was fire, and it was flood. And there's a promise of jobs.

My family came from Oglala for jobs, and this Canadian company got its nose in the tent under
an LLC, a simple LLC, and started poisoning my community and the headwaters of the White
River, which | live 8.3 miles from.

Downstream communities, my people say no. No means no. I'm asking you to deny this permit
because, like that woman before me, you're giving me a purpose, too. Because {'m not going
anywhere. | came from people who will not be removed and will not be killed quietly.

8050 (10/5 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | | Individual [..]

Hot Springs With that, I'd like to mention a few things from the Bible. Some of you guys are -- most of you
hearing) are probably Christians. You guys know about Cain. | think a lot of you must be -- come from
that side of the family because you have no regard for human life.

8063 individual Absolutely NOT!!! It is callous and inhumane to poison peoples' and animals' water for profit.
This is damage that is irreversible and should not be allowed at any location on this planet,
EVER.

8064 Individual I absolutely do not think the injection wells should be exempt from the Safe Drinking Water

Act. No matter what safeguards are put in place, accidents and unknowns happen. We need safe
drinking water more than uranium

8065 individual My name isi« » i1 spoke to you in Rapid City in 2017. | just got your email today,
August 28 2019, that you're still trying to get permission to rape our Mother again, and fill her

safe, and clean. Even you!!!

There is NO safe method of uranium recovery. And, what kind of an absurd euphemism is that,
recovery? Is the Uranium sick, or something? Recovery is what Rainbow Tribe will be doing
after youre all dead and gone because the Earth recognized you as an enemy: a virus to be
eliminated, to be eaten and turned into crystals in Hell. If you want to learn about it and have a
chance at Life on this Glorious Planet, our Goddess, join us. Were waiting for you. You are
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welcome. We will feed and heal you until you can stand up again. Please see this. You have no

idea.
These injections? Stop it. Just stop it. Shut it down. Eliminate all radioactive extraction projects.
Eliminate all injection activities. Do the right thing. Its easy!!!!ll [t takes a LOT less effort!i!!!

You'll be blown away at the free time and peace of mind you'll have. You'll even have time to
rest in a hammock with a cocktail if you really want to. Less work for everyone, and clean
water for your ice, on top of that. WOW!!!

[...]

We wouldnt be acting this battle out if it were safe. You know this. Stop lying and weaving
false words. We all can see through it. It takes years of training just to make sense of your
legalese sci-fi gobbledygook, and reading your summary almost made me blind in my very soul

In the name of Saint Anne, Mother of Mary, Grand Mother of Jesus Christ the Only Sun of our
Lord, | declare the EPA in Unholy Contempt of Life and Death. RA RA RA. IT IS DONE.
AMEN.

8066 Anonymous individual | echo the concerns of the South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
The Ponca's were once in the Black Hills. They consider all of Mother Earth worth protecting.

8071 Anonymous Individual This is unconscionable! Nothing should ever be exempt from the Clean Water Act! Please do
not support this action!

8074 Anonymous Individual Absolutely not, cannot believe it's being considered.

8076 Anonymous Individual I am extremely opposed to allowing permits for injection wells to dissolve uranium from
underground ore.

8079 Anonymous individual I am aghast that ANYONE would think that injecting nuclear waste chemicals in to special
wells, into an area of a VITAL aquifer would be ok!

Have we not have great drought in these areas? Have we not have massive fires all over the
West? This would be impossible to clean up if, or should | say when, they leech out in to the
water supply!! Are you NOT the agency that must be protecting vital resources like this
aquifer???

It will be too late if there are leaks.

Why can't you just deny the permit for this ???

What is your threshold for making decisions? Is it BIG Mining first and poisoned water ok?
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Time to step up and do your job which is to protect valuable resources for the PUBLIC Good!

8080 Anonymous Individual I do not support this action. It is time for all of us to speak up against the current climate this
administration brings out each and everyday. It is time to put these crazy ideas to rest, and time
to take care of the one earth we have.

8082 Anonymous individual Please for once decide based on what the public wants, not what private foreign industry wants.
Private foreign industry is not interested in protecting the land and water for everyones use.
Their arguments are all about the time period of extraction and whether it can be done, while
ignoring the reality of the poison theyre dumping into the environment. Of course extraction
could be done, but that doesnt make it a good idea. The public doesnt want this, please listen to
them and do not allow this dangerous mining.

8083 Anonymous Individual This comment is being submitted in opposition to EPA-R08-O0W-2019-0512. The notion that
this proposal is premised on the "recovery" of uranium deposits is flawed from the beginning.
Recovery is the action or process of regaining possession or control of something lost or stolen.
These uranium deposits were neither lost, nor stolen. Because they were never possessed or
controlled by any one person or entity, they should remain where they are. This project instead
should focus on the "recovery" of the nearby lands in Fall River County already damaged from
uranium mining decades ago. Please deny this Superfund site in the making.

8088 Anonymous individual The Dewey-Burdock UIC proposal must not be approved. Usually when | oppose a price of
legislation, | can still find at least one good argument in its favor, but such is not the case with
this totally flawed idea. An operation as sensitive as this in the area where its proposed to be
effected has absolutely no margin for error. America has more than enough natural disasters to
contend with right now; we dont need any man-made ones to up the cataclysm ante during a
presidential administration that is an edge-of-the-precipice, seat-of-the-pants, shoot-from-the-
lip operation. When | first read the documentation, | thought that | had been impishly redirected
to the Saturday Night Live script website, but the proponents of this hare-brained scheme are
indeed deadly serious about passing a law that is virtually guaranteed to leave an untold number
of Americans seriously dead.

8012 Anonymous Individual I am opposed to the EPA or any governing body allowing the disposal of Uranium waste. Into
our aquifers? This is just crazy talk! [...]

With the extensive cave systems in the area, this is just too much of a gamble. | grew up there
and have family property in the Black Hills, Fall River County.

This is frightening and smacks of some corporate greed and back door agreements. Please DO
NOT DO THIS!
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[.]

Look at the water situations in cities in Michigan. Is that not enough?

8103 Anonymous individual This applicant, Powertech, is requesting exemption from regulations and requirements of the
Clean Water Act and other legislation, permits to mine uranium, and permits to inject
radioactive water and waste water underground for disposal in western South Dakota. | believe
the entire project should be rejected, including the exemptions and permits.

On March 6, 2017, the EPA Region 8 UIC Program published a public notice on the EPA

Region 8 UIC website: https://www.epa.gov/uic/uic-epa-region-8 announcing the proposal of
two UIC Area Permits to Powertech for injection activities related to uranium recovery and an
accompanying aquifer exemption. One is a UIC Class il Area Permit for injection wells related
to the In-situ Recovery (ISR) of uranium; the second is a UIC Class V Area Permit for deep
injection wells that will be used to dispose of ISR process waste fluids into the Minnelusa
Formation after treatment to meet radioactive waste and hazardous waste standards. The
proposed aquifer exemption is associated with the Class lll permit.

This proposed project is terribly dangerous for all living things - human and nonhuman - and
should not be allowed. Radioactive waste cannot be permitted to contaminate any area of South
Dakota...

[...]

"Powertech proposes to disturb 2,528 to 3,792 acres depending upon whether deep well
injection or the land application is used for wastewater disposal. The estimated production is
one million pounds of uranium oxide (U308) per year. The estimated duration of the operation
would be 20 years.+--By Talli Nauman, Native Sun News, Oct. 18, 2012.

Can anyone even imagine one million pounds of uranium oxide PER YEAR? What Powertech

is proposing is to entirely destroy the thousands of acres in the Black Hills that they want to
mine. This cannot be allowed.

8106 Anonymous Individual I am against the EPA granting the Azarga Uranium Corp.s applications to conduct uranium
solution mining and wastewater disposal, or in situ leaching, in the underground water tables
which would allow injection of nuclear wastewater into North Dakota aguafers.

8107 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (pp) | Individual This is unconscionable. Granting the permits would mean the Canadian Chinese company would
hold the rights to use 8,500 gallons of water per minute, free-of-charge, to mine and process
uranium in the Inyan Kara Aquifer, and then pump mining wastewater into the Minnelusa

Aquifer.
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8111 Anonymous Individual Please count me against the EPA granting the Azarga Uranium Corp.s applications to conduct
uranium solution mining and wastewater disposal. Fallow the clean water act.

8129 individual I don't know what | can possibly say at this point, to change anyone's mind. I've already gone to
the meetings and voiced my adamant disapproval. Sat and listened to the same corporate
jargon, promising that, they care and there are no worries, 'your safety is our utmost concern'
type of BS.

[...]

No surprise that Native Americans, environmental activists, and celebrities have done
everything possible to try and stop this.... However....

Powertech is a 2.6 billion a year corporation... SD residents {my wife and | included) only
average around $50,000 a year....

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

8130 Individual As | and over 90% of our residents and neighbors spoke to you two years said clearly, We
strongly opposed the EPA granting any permits to Powertec/Azarga for construction and
operation of deep injections wells. These revised permits are STILL a threat to our family,
home & community. Cur community unanimously does not want them here. You should not
allow a company to force its way into a community that does not support it and actually
strongly opposes it.

As a wellness professional and manager of our local Farmer Market | am gravely concerned
that you are still considering granting these permits.

8131 Anonymous Individual can't think of one good reason to allow Powertech/Arzaga to mine uranium in the Dewey
Burdock area, not one. You will have heard all the scientific reasons and the personal ones from
those of us who live in this area and disdain the destruction of this beautiful land.

[...]

But the real reason not to allow this to happen is that local folks don't want uranium mining in
our back yard. [...] We don't want the kind of insitu mining that Arzaga is planning for the sake of
Mother Earth. { am opposed to this and while I'm not at all sure that this letter will even be read,
| know | have to say something. And that is: Don't allow mining for any reason in the Dewey
Burdock area.

8134 Anonymous Individual Please do your job and follow clean water regulation and protocal. DO NOT ALLOW THIS OR
ANYTHING LIKEIT

8135 Anonymous Individual Please no! No uranium mining or water contamination risk for this area. Theres many people
that live in this region and bringing it into their backyards would be a mistake. The black hills is a
wonderful wildlife and tourist area. Why muddy it up and throw that away?
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8137

Anonymous

individual

No Uranium mining in the black hills!

8140

Anonymous

Individual

Please review the arguments submitted by other commenters to understand the impact of this

decision. Thank you for counting another citizen's "no" on this permit.

8143

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

The Esperanze
Project

Dear EPA Scientist Valois Robinson,

On behalf of The Esperanza Project, a 501{c)3 environmental and social justice education and
media organization based in San Antonio, Texas, | am writing regarding the proposal to allow two
Underground injection Control (UIC) Draft Area Permits and one associated proposed aquifer
exemption decision for the Dewey-Burdock uranium in-situ recovery (ISR} site. The site is located
in the Black Hills of southwestern Custer County and northwestern Fall River County, on the
Wyoming/South Dakota border. | understand that the EPA Region 8 UIC Program is reissuing two
Draft UIC Area Permits to Powertech (USA) Inc., for injection activities related to uranium
recovery. One is a UIC Class lll Area Permit for injection wells for the ISR of uranium; the second
is a UIC Class V Area Permit for deep injection wells that will be used to dispose of ISR process
waste fluids into the Minnelusa Formation after treatment to meet radioactive waste and
hazardous waste standards. | also understand that the EPA is also reproposing an aquifer
exemption approval in connection with the Class Il Area Permit to exempt the uranium-bearing
portions of the Inyan Kara Group aquifers.

I am writing to urge the denial of these permits and all other activity that would further impact
the waters of this region.

8144

Anonymous

individual

Injection wells in thre black hills is unnecessary, | am completely against this. No more drilling.

8145

Anonymous

individual

L understand SD has a strong mining history; but we have learned lessons. Or have we? While my
personal belief is that no amount of profit is worth generations of regret. Logically, we should
not risk the lives (not livelihcod) of our future generations of people, plants and animals on the
belief that making one exception to the Clean Water Act is not going to make a significant
impact. A quick profit today is not worth the long lasting devastation that is possible. There are
more questions than answers to this issue. We must insist that we are provided with facts not
iltusions, that our resources are truly protected, not the victim of a quick hand trick. Please do
not approve this request.

8148

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Individual

Stop uranium mining and waste disposal wells in the Black Hills!!!

8151

Anonymous

Individual
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8152 Anonymous Individual Lastly | am also concerned for the health, safety, and future water security of my friends and
family members who still reside there if the mine is approved. Please join me in opposing this.
: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :

8153 Individual Dear Ms. Robinson-

I am the fifth generation of my family to live in Fall River County. My family has been in South
Dakota since the 1840s. | am writing to state my complete opposition to the Dewey-Burdock

project proposed by Powertech/Azarga.

{ urge the EPA to do the right thing and deny Powertech/Azarga any water use permits in our
area. Powertech/Azarga has not done sufficient research on this project and it should not be

allowed to move forward.

Thank you.
8156 individual | DO NOT APPROVE OF THIS MINING OPERATION
8160 Individual Water is life No drilling
8161 Individuals why the hell would you people want to take a chance and poison hundreds if not thousands of

wells and hundreds if not thousands of lawsuits just to make a few bucks. take your drilling
someplace else. [...] we vote no to your mining operations in any way shape or form. NO NO NO
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) NO NO NO NO NO and HELL NO.

8165 Individual We monitor our radon emmissions for our home yearly. Prior to installing a radon control
system, our readings were way above the EPA accepatable level. This part of the Black Hills is
noted for its high radon levels. Why allow a foreign mining company to expose our water supply
when we already are fighting radon?

in short, please for the record note that | am totally against the approval of this mining

operation.
8166 individual Against your granting this permit
8169 Individual This is a horrible and very irresponsible idea!! No uranium mining!!! Leave the black hills alone.

Water is everything.

8170 individual no uranium mining in south dakota

8173 individual The Dewey Murdock is enforcing the existence of mining in the Black Hills. People here are
already affected by uranium and gold mining and many are at different stages of ilinesses
depending on ecposure to radiation. | am concerned for safety of the generations not yet born
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8175 Anonymous Individual Dear Ms. Valois Robinson, please understand the underlying responsibilities associated with this
uranium mining project. As the rest of the world is gathering this week in Madrid to discuss
collective goals towards a bearable future for our children, we are still here making decisions
affecting the life of future generations for the sake of short-term profits to mining companies.
f...]

Scientific consensus and precautionary principle should lead such decisions, not anecdotal risk
assessments that often prove wrong in the long-term!

[...]

The truth is, as you are well aware, that we are still in the infancy of knowing how to safely
handle uranium waste and prevent it from contaminating our surrounding. You might think it
does not affect you personally, however a simple look at the half life of uranium outputs with a
basic understanding of global water cycles should be enough to point at the dissonance with
these short-term interests, of which real social, environmental and economic costs are never
taken into account!

[...]

In regards to all these facts, this extraction project should be stopped at once, and as a party
involved in the decision process, | beseech you to understand your responsibility to do so.

8176 Anonymous individual I strongly oppose uranium mining in the He-Sapa-Wakan Ognake Icante. No yellowcake!

8177 individual We strongly protest this proposed mining operation as unnecessary especially when other low
risk alternatives are rapidly becoming available such as Thorium which offers a 300 year half life

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) waste product versus 25,000 years

8178 Individual 100% against uranium mining in South Dakota or anywhere.

8182 Anonymous individual NO uranium mining in the HeSapa - Wamaka Ognake lcante. Stop uranium mining and waste
disposal wells in the Black Hills!

8185 Anonymous Individual I am a resident of the southern Black Hills and do not approve of this mining operation!

8186 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | Individual

Sioux Falls, as my home but view the entire state as an integral part of my life. This includes the
Black Hills and surrounding areas. Many trips, family gatherings, and excursions have called me
to this special place but what underpins them all is the location, water, and land. The southern
Hills especially are an important piece of my family memories.
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The proposed Dewey-Burdock uranium mine would be a great and unnecessary risk to the area
with many detrimental impacts.

f...]

For these reasons | strongly oppose the draft water permits for the proposed Dewey-Burdock
uranium mine.

8187 Individual This project should be stopped until it can be proved to be safe, rather than relying on imperfect
protection and clean-up processes.

8190 Individual We / Americans have stolen enough from the indigenous people, flora and fauna of the Black
Hills. Please put a stop to this - | will thank you to do your jobs properly, consider all issues and
groups thoroughly and deny any further permits.

8191 Individual Warring on the natural world for the gratification of profits is a sin of Earth. Leave the Black Hills
alone, they and it's people have suffered enough. It is no need to harm all future generations
with the toxicity of uranium and byproducts. There is good reason it is encased in the ground. If
the Creator felt it was harmless to all living things, don't you think it would be strewn all over the
surface?

8195.2 individual Years upon years have gone into reassuring public safety; Azarga,

Powertech, the NRC and others have spent years hearing safety and scientific
concerns, and reassuring all that public safety has been properly, and
professionally studied and regarded.

Once the NRC granted a permit, these new proposed changes seek to make

an immediate mockery of all the years of work done in good faith by professional
regulators, scientists, and the NRC preceding them.

Decisions made in these proceedings are physically irreversible for multiple
lifetimes. The works of previous regulators, officials, and scientists should not be
overturned simply because a permit has almost been granted.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

8200 Individual Don't expose our families, farms, livestock, and land to this detrimental act of pollution. Do not
approve these permits.

8202 Individual {tis the duty of the EPA to enforce the Clean Water Act not to grant exceptions that will lead to
people being killed.

Sincerely,

: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) E

'Attorney at Law
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8204 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Individual Stop it, no, no, no...

8214 Anonymous Individual These drilling companies are raping the land. Do not approve

8216 Anonymous Individual Drilling companies are raping the land and poisoning the people. Do NOT approve.

8221 Anonymous Individual Giving [a mining company] permits to take billions of gallons from the local water table for free is
conservatively irresponsible and allowing them to inject contaminated water back into the local
water table that supplies the area is criminal.

8222 individual As a South Dakota resident who's concerned about maintaining water quality and avoiding
harmful actions against our land, I'm commenting against allowing in situ uranium mining in
the Dewey-Burdock area. There are too many unknowns about the aquifer for the process to be
considered safe.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) R I . . _ . ) A

8223 Individual | strongly oppose issuing a permit for the Dewey-Burdock uranium mining project in South
Dakota. The history of uranium mining clearly shows that it is not safe for people or our
environment.

: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) E

8224 Anonymous Individual | agree with the earlier commenter that there is no way that this can be made safely there
should be no uranium mine there. It's only a matter of time before a leak occurs and recovery
has never been enough in the past.

8228 Anonymous Individual There is no way this uranium mining should be permitted.

8232 Dakota Rural Action | Additionally, hundreds more members across the state of South Dakota recognize the Black Hills

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

area as a unique, beloved, and for some, sacred geography of our state whose resources should
be protected from extractive and polluting industry.

[...]

In conclusion, the members of Dakota Rural Action understand the risks this project represents
to our water, land, and future generations. We understand who is at risk from this
projectcitizens of South Dakota and surrounding areas, many of whom are also citizens of
federally-recognized tribes. We ask that the EPA deny these and any subsequent permits for the
Dewey-Burdock Project.

Respectfully,

E_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Esenior Organizer

On Behalf of the Members of Dakota Rural Action
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8235 Anonymous Individual STOP URANIUM MINING AND WASTE DISPOSAL WELLS IN THE BLACK HILLS.
[..]

8241 Anonymous Individual STOP URANIUM MINING AND WASTE DISPOSAL WELLS IN THE BLACK HILLS...

8242 Anonymous Individual No no no no no!!l Keep the Uranium in the ground. Stop this insanity. You are poisoning People.
Killing Life. No.

8251 Anonymous individual The risks outweigh any benefits to the company in this project. We must protect our water.

Claims of safety cannot be guaranteed

8253 Individual Lie # @ resident of Fall River County and a tax payer, do not want the in situ Uranium
mining to take place anywhere in the the Black Hills of South Dakota or anywhere in the United
States
8254.2 Standing Rock Sioux | Dear Ms. Robinson:
Tribe I write to reiterate the objections of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe to the Class lil and Class V

Underground Injection Control Permits for the Dewey Burdock Uranium Project. Our Tribe
submitted comments and expressed our opposition to the draft permits published by EPA in
2017. (SRST Letter to Valois Shea, June 19, 2017). The revised permits in the above-referenced
docket are even worse than the original drafts.

8260 Individual Of all the people appearing for public comment on October 5, 2019, NO person was in
agreement with EPA-RO8-OW-2019-0512. If the EPA, State of SD, and its Governor Kristi Noem
have good common sense and education, they would realize and also DISAGREE on all aspects of
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) FPA-ROS-OW-2019-0512.

f...]

Although many do not live in this area, | love the peace and quiet in nature, and what goodness
it brings to my soul. |, and several of us, drink this water and live on this land. As a cancer
survivor/conqueror | must speak up.

Dewey-Burdock project proposed by Powertech/Azarga Uranium MUST be stopped.
[ATTACHMENT; Testimony for October 5]

8262 Individual Please stop Uranium mining and waste water disposal in the Black Hills. | have family that lives
there and | am concerned for their safety, and that of our future generations. Thank you,i

8265 Individual To The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on two Underground Injection Control {(UIC)
Draft Area Permits and one associated proposed aquifer exemption decision for the Dewey-

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00044



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

Burdock uranium in-situ recovery (ISR} site located near Edgemont, South Dakota, under the
authority of the Safe Drinking Water Act and UIC program regulations.

Dear EPA representatives!

I am a new American and 5 years ago | came to the Black Hills from Belarus, the postChernobyl,
dictatorship country, where the interests of powers and corporations are considered more
important than the interests of citizens. So | am here hoping to find democracy and the rule of
law.

I am so pissed off fo see the similar things are happening here.

[...]

Also, the EPA didn’t do their own full evaluation of the proposed Dewey-Burdock project and
didn’t properly consider the potential negative impacts on human health. There are also other
problems, but | think that the two problems mentioned above [lack of Tribal consultations and
human helth impacts] already give enough reason to recognize preliminary permissions as not
meeting the legal procedure and to require anew!

8268 Individual { live in Rapid City, SD. | grew up in eastern South Dakota, moved away for a number of years,
and moved back within the last few years. This is my home. In plain language, { can tell you that
the vast majority of people | know, and especially people in the southern Black Hills, do not wish
for the DeweyBurdock project to open. | can tell you that an even higher percentage of Lakota
people, whose ancestors and relatives have called the Black Hills home since the beginning of
time, who have spiritual and cultural connections to this place beyond what you and | as non-
Native people can understand, do not wish for the Dewey-Burdock project to open. | implore you
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} to listen to what people here are asking of you, which is to deny Powertech’s request for deep
injection well permits at Dewey-Burdock.

Sincerely,

i
E Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :
R |

PhD candidate Department of Geography, Environment, and Society
University of Minnesota

8270 individual As a visitor to the Black Hills during numerous family vacations, | am well aware of the rich
heritage and history of this astounding area. | urge you to consider the great negative impact
uranium mining will have on the land and the need to preserve it for the environment and future
generations.

8271 Anonymous Individual | have been against uranium mining since it began. | oppose the EPA proposal for Dewey
Burdock Underground Injection Control of Uranium going near our South Dakota Water
Supplies!! WATER Is LIFE for us all and our wild life and most of all for our precious home,
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Mother Earth. God Made Everything. His loving energy is in every single living organism. Do
Not Desecrate This! By approving this you will be condemning your own children and
grandchildren.

8272 Anonymous Individual | have very grave concerns about the proposed injection control for uranium at the Dewey
Burdick.
8273 Individual | am responding to the proposed Dewey-Burdock ISL project. | live just 12 miles from

Edgemont. Of course as a concerned citizen | do not want any uranium waste dumped
here. | also have a vacation rental house on my land. People come from other states to
vacation in the beautiful Black Hills and have stayed at my place.

8273 Individual I am adamantly opposed to any extraction of any uranium in the Edgemont, SD area.

there. In later years he had developed two different cancers. Ther eis no safe way to extract
uranium.
Sincerely,

: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :
[ATTACHMENT: Newspaper article Wildlife roam where nuclear, chemical arms once were made]

8275 individual The people who are against his permit being granted greatly outnumber those in favor.
8275 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PF) | dividual NO MINING
8275 individual Stop this project. It will KILL us.
8275 Individual That uranium, however, much is there, stay in the ground.
No mining.
8275 Individual RESPECT THE 97% of the people who don’t want this injection well. No one wants radioactive

water to drink, grow food, or any other problems for future generations. No contamination ever,
thank you! Uphold the law, don’t allow big money and outside interests to ruin our way of life.
NO PERMITS TO POWERTECH! Thank you.

8275 Individual No Mines!!!

8275 Individual [I came to support those speaking about the concern of uranium mining...]
What | did not expect was to hear a speaker from the Chernobyl disaster that now lives in the
Black Hills.
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Myself and my family are against this uranium mining and the EPA must withdraw the permits.

Thank you.
8275 Individual Please don’t let the companies mine for uranium in the Black Hills.
8275 Individual I am not in support of any uranium mining.
8276 Individual Nothing good will ever some from this mining.
8279 Individual Dear Valois Robinson

Referring to Docket Number EPA-R08-OW-2019-0512
{ object to the proposed reissuing of permits for Azarga and subsidiary Powertech to drill in the
Inyan Kara and Minnelusa aquifers at the Dewey-Burdock site.

8281 individual We are submitting a statement to strongly oppose the Powertech proposal of the Underground
Injection permit to request to dispose of uranium waste in the Inyan Kara aquifer in Fall River
county.

In the best interest and greater good of the people and wildlife of South Dakota and Wyoming
please reject Powertech’s request to use the water source for purposes of uranium mining and
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) disposal in Fall River County.

Respectfully submitted,

Fall River Residents:

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

8285 individual I’'m writing so my voice may be heard. | am against opposed to the 2 updated draft water

T DT
i " 1
E Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i
L i

8288 individual I am retired PHYSICIAN IN INTERNAL MEDICINE. My name isi:Ex-sPersonal Privacy(PP)_Jiand | am totally

against in any kind of TOXIC MATERIAL DUMPING or uranium mining because these are very
dangerous for HEALTH of all living things.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :

8289 Individuals Ms. Robinson,

This letter is in reference to the draft water permits for the Dewey-Burdock uranium mining and
high pressure waste disposal wells. My wife and | moved to Hot Springs, SD, in July after
purchasing a home here. | am a disabled vet and needed to be close to the VA hospital here. We
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chose this town in large part for the quality of the warm thermal mineral waters that this town
revolved around.

f...]

Your decision could affect many, many people and the ecosystem here and throughout the Black
Hills. You do not want this as a legacy of your position. | pray to God every night that these
permits do not get approved and | worry that an approval will be a curse on those that let it
happen. | am hoping that you are person who really cares about your country and your planet or
you would not be in the position that are in. Search your heart and | pray that God guides you
hand.

May God bless you and your family.

Sincerely,

: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :

8293 Individuals STOP THIS UTTER RAPING OF OUR BEAUTIFUL BLACK HILLS! I'LL NEVER APPROVE OF MINING

Thanks!!
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

8297 Individual Draft Proposals In Mockery

Years upon years have gone into reassuring public safety; Azarga, Powertech, the NRC
and others have spent years hearing safety and scientific concerns, and reassuring all
that public safety has been properly, and professionally studied and regarded. Once the
NRC granted a permit, these new proposed changes seek to make an immediate
mockery of all the years of work done in good faith by professional regulators,
scientists, and the NRC preceding them.

Decisions made in these proceedings are physically irreversible for multiple lifetimes.
The works of previous regulators, officials, and scientists should not be overturned
simply because a permit has almost been granted.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

2. General concerns for impacts to Native Americans/the sacred Black Hills.

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

00001 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i| Individual { grew up in Gallup, NM which is surrounded by reservation and Native American sites. My home
was on w66, west of town. We moved out there in 83 but my mom had lived on the property as
a young child. We are not Native but have respect and love for the different Native cultures. |
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watched Twin Buttes, year by year become a hill of rubble. When | see pictures from the 50's and
60's of how beautiful it was | am sad, angry and frustrated. | implore you to do the honorable
and environmentally responsible thing and refuse to allow more Native American sites, land that
we all love and need, to be destroyed for capitalism and greed.

[ATTACHMENT: “text 1492848510940 .txt”]

00007 Individual Subject: No uranium mining Dewey Burdock!

To whom this may concern, | am writing to support native Americans in there opposition to the
Dewey Burdock uranium mining of the black hills territory !

00008 Individual Subject: South Dakota Uranium Mining

| oppose the allowance of these mining permits, as they endanger the drinking water in nearby
areas, as well as intrudes on Indigenous-owned spaces.

00019 Individual Subject: Valois Shea , permits to mine uranium

This is unacceptable. permits to mine uranium in the southern Black Hill should be denied!
Putting poison water in to the ground should never be permitted ....c.ccceviriciciinncenennnenn The
Black Hills, the heart of everything that is. The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty was ratified by Congress
and was never amended. Under international law it is Native land. “The laws of the United
States, the NRC regulations, and the individuals who sit behind those desks can honor treaty law,
the life way of the Lakota, environmental laws, and demonstrate respect for Mother Earth by
denying application to mine uranium.”

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

00025 Individual Subject: Powertech permits

| understand in March of this year the EPA issued two draft permits to Powertech, a
multinational corporation and division of Azarga Uranium Corporation of Canada. Together these
permits would allow the drilling of thousands of wells within 14 different fields. These wells
would bore hundreds of feet into the ground and pierce the Inyan Kara system of underground
aquifers. The second of the two permits is to allow the disposal of hazardous waste materials
resulting from uranium mining. Both permits would needlessly expose the Lakota Oyate to the
devastation of uranium mining and continue america's war against Red Nations' peoples.

[.]

00026 Individual Subject: Uranium mining/aquifer S. D.
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I am writing to oppose the plan to dump wastes from uranium mining under the aquifer in S. D.
This is not wise from many standpoints. Once again our Native American tribes are threatened
with a real risk to their drinking water.

00038 Individual Subject: Black Hills

No dumping uranium on Indian Land!

00051 individual Subject: Re: Uranium Mining in the Black Hills

Please do not allow uranium mining in our sacred Black Hills!!

00099 Individual Why would anyone think that it should be allowed to issue permits that would needlessly expose
the Lakota Oyate to the devastation of uranium mining and continue America's war against Red
Nations' peoples.

00113 Individual As the wife, and mother, of enrolled members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, | am even more
concerned what impact this project will have on the well being of my native brothers and sisters.
It is clear, if history is any indicator, that this proposed project will leave them most vulnerable.

00137 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} { | | dividual Not to mention, the Black Hills are sacred ground to the Lakota people. After everything that

happened at Standing Rock, the brutality and the suppression of our fellow people, please help
our country learn from past mistakes. These short-term risks our country is taking with the
environment are not worth the detrimental effects they will have for decades. | know you
pursued your career to make a change for the greater good. You have the chance to take a stand
against environmental catastrophe. Please deny the Dewey-Burdock permit.

00137 Individual Subject: Save Sacred Black Hills - NO Uranium Mining in Treaty Territory
Dear Ms Valois,

| am writing as a concerned citizen to urge you to deny any and all permits relating to in-situ
recovery of uranium within the southern Black Hills region of Custer and Fall River counties.

00139 Individual Hello Valois,

sustalnable solutlon to this problem. Since white men began colonizing the US, proud Native
Americans have been treated like second rate humans, killed, rapped, butchered, and drove
from their lands. This seems to still be the case. We should be coexisting with Native Americans
not ruling over them.

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00050



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text
00141 Individual Subject: In Regards to the Dewey-Burdock Uranium Project
Dear Shega,

Thank you for the opportunity to exercise my freedom of speech.

Please take into consideration my concerns regarding the Dewey-Burdock Uranium Project that
is currently under question in Black Hills (South Dakota). it has come to my attention that this
project will entail drilling into locations that are sacred to the Sioux people. Since 2015, the Sioux
people have been voicing their concerns about the Uranium Project and for good reason! Azarga
Uranium states multiple times throughout their official report that "potential impacts" are
"small". It took thousands of years for these natural landmarks to form and their structural
integrity will be compromised by these intrusive drilling methods. Although the structures will
still exist and there is a high chance that everything will work out as "planned" it doesn't
necessarily mean that we should go through with the project. Just because one can doesn't

. mean that one should.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

00146 Individual Subject: No uranium waste storage on Lakota land
Dear Valois Shea,

I'm writing to ask that the EPA deny the permits for the proposed Dewey-Burdock Uranium Mine
project.

00148 individual The proponents of this action love nowhere around such toxins & frankly do not care who is
affected... especially since the residents are Indians, poor, & sorely disenfranchised, & poorly
educated for the most part. This proposal is a disgrace to the country& evidences a deep
disregard for the citizens in general, not just the Black Hills residents.

00160 Individual Native Americans have been consistently exploited in our nation and have had sacred lands
taken from them to allow for the extraction of resources too many times. The Dewey-Burdock
project would continue and encourage this trend, whether it is intentional or not. Uranium
mining and the technologies associated with this process also create a danger and risks for an
accident or mistake to be made along the way. A lot can go wrong, particularly when injecting
wastewater from uranium mining back down into aquifers. There are preventative measures put
into place to avoid and deal with accidents, but when it comes down to it, there is no way to
guarantee safety.

[...]
When considering the wellbeing and interests of Native American tribes, the Dewey-Burdock
project oversteps onto the rights and important lands that these tribes cherish. There are still
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plenty of agreements that must, but may not be reached with these tribes and as the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission states, “The NRC identified 23 Native American tribes that attach
historical, cultural, and religious significance to sites within the Dewey-Burdock ISR Project area”
(NRC, 2014). Twenty-three is a very large number and they should all have a voice that is heard
and acknowledged by our democratic system to prevent this project from occurring. The value of
historic land and loss of culture cannot be made up with money.

00160 Individual Significant Native American lands should be respected and left alone especially when the
degradation of it is a certain consequence. Lastly, accidents happen all the time and there is no
precaution that can exempt this project from failures and the detrimental consequences that
would be afflicted. The cons discreetly but surely arise in regards to this project, and it seems like
an obvious decision to abandon this project and not allow the permits & exemptions that are
heeded to progress.

00173 Individual Subject: COMMENT: NO Uranium Mining in the Black Hills
Good afternoon,

| am writing this email as a US citizen and tax payer who is against the Dewey Burdock mining
project in The Black Hills.

| continue to be disgusted by the EPA's leadership and decision making concerning the
environment. The Black Hills are scared to the Lakota people and they should not be subjected to

Ex. & Personal Privacy (PP) the sickening greed that has harmed these First Americans in unimaginable ways.

Please respond to this email confirming that no mining will take place.

I thank you for your time.

00174 Individual Subject: Opposition to Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining
[..]

Crazy Horse told his people he wanted them to remember him whenever they saw the Black
Hills. This is sacred land. Visitors to this area come for contemplation, rejuvenation, and
inspiration. | believe strongly in the value of our natural environment. These treasures must be
protected as unique and important to our history, the people who live in the Black Hills, travelers
to the area, the larger environment, and the people of the world

00175 Individual Subject: Uranium mining in the Black Hills- public comment

Please do not... erode the spiritual foundation of native peoples by mining in the
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sacred Black Hills

00175 Individual Subject: Uranium mining in the Black Hills- public comment
To: Valois Shea

Please do not further destroy the environment... by mining in the sacred Black Hills.

00179 Individual Subject: Black Hills
Hello Shea,

Please refrain from proceeding with the plans outlined for permits and exemptions for the Black
Hills uranium project. | believe that the integrity of the sacred grounds and the safety of the
surrounding area are in jeopardy and believe that preservation of the Black Hills is a priority for
South Dakota.

| appreciate your consideration and concern to this matter.

00194 Individual Subject: STOP URANIUM MINING N THE BLACK HILLS

As a 7th generation Oglala Lakota born and raised on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, | grew
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) up spending whole summers in the black hills, it is my home. Although | currently live in so called
Denver, CO | consider the He Sapa and all over South West South Dakota as well as the North
Eastern Parr of Wyoming my Ancestral Home. Stop Mining our Sacred Hills, leave the Uranium in
the Ground.

00209 individual Subject: Black Hills mining
Hello.

I would like to express my strong opinion that the Black Hills should not be used for mining or
mining waste disposal.

This place is a very important cultural site, sacred to many in South Dakota and throughout the
U.S. {not just Lakota people). And it is one of our most beautiful natural resources.

Please keep in mind those of us who would be harmed by this proposal.

00233 Individual Subject: Azarga Uranium

We are begging you please do not allow Azarga to mine or dump uranium in the Hills or
anywhere in SD. The Hills are sacred to the indigenous people here and to us too
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00236 Individual This is court sanctioned murder of the native people in Black hills. You have stolen their children,
taken their land and now you are polluting their water. | am strongly against this measure. It
violates everything the EPA stands for. | can only assume you are doing this because of the
current president. Stand up and have a spine.

00239 individual Subject: Proposed uranium mining and storage on Lakota Lands

As a concerned citizen | write to you to persuade you to deny this toxic trespass, the Lakota do
not want this in their lives on their land.

00245 individual Subject: Dewey-Burdock NO
Dear Ms. Shea,

| testified at one of the hearings that were held at the Ramkota in Rapid City. | would like to
reiterate my comments here. | am 100 percent against the dewey-burdock plan to "mine" for
uranium and to dump waste in our aquifers.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

1.Environmental in...justice: Native American Tribes have put up with a multitude of ways in
which their lands have been stolen. Now the plan seems to be to strip them of clean safe water.

00255 individual This is also sacred land to many Native tribes and mining it is a horrible thing to do. Please do not
approve this project. Best,

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :
i

00268 individual Subject: Black Hills Public Comment

Here is my public Comment for the Black Hills Uranium and waste water disposal.

South Dakota Environmental Protection Agency
RE: Uranium Mining and Waste Disposal in Black Hills
Dear SD EPA:

My name isie

| am an enrolled member of Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation and President of Fort Berthold
Protectors of Water and Earth Rights. We oppose the uranium mining and waste disposal in
Black Hills underground water tables. This opposition are the result of a Hong Kong-
headquartered company named Azarga Uranium Corp. requesting EPA permits for the expressed
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purpose of uranium mining, milling, and wastewater disposal in the Inyan Kara and Minnelusa
water tables underlying the Dewey Burdock Project site some 12 miles north of Edgemont in
1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty territory. This will jeopardize irreplaceable historical, cultural and natural
heritage but most of all the sacred water, Water is Life!

[.]

Please don't make the mistake of focusing only on the land itself. Give equal thought to who will
use the land, live on it, learn about it, or help to protect it for the future generations. Land that
does not involve people on an ongoing basis becomes "out of sight and out of mind" — and
subject to abuse.

Thank you for your time!

ssrmanaenasy e Mandaree, ND President, Fort Berthold Protectors of Water and Earth Rights

-
i
O

The nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself. — Franklin Delano Roosevelt

00275 Individual | do not want any further degradation of our waters encompassing current tribal needs, namely
the Pine Ridge, Cheyenne River, Standing Rock, Rosebud, Lower Brule, Crow Cree,
SissetonWahpeton, and Santee Sioux, Flandreau, and Yankton reservation lands and waters.  do
not want any other peoples health jeopardized as well, i.e. all of the South Dakota, North
Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Nebraska states populations. Thank you for considering my
comments., E Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i

00279 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i| Individual Subject: EPA seeks public comment - draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining
project in southwestern South Dakota

Please do not continue with these draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining in
the Black Hills. These are the tribes land. All protections should be done to protect these lands
and water from ever having any mining on them.

00281 Individual Subject: Comments on Dewey-Burdock Proposal
For me the most important argument against the proposed permits is that the Lakota

community seems nearly unanimously against them. The recent findings of elevated uranium
levels in a local reservoir only reinforce lack of trust in any uranium mining operation.

[...]

The debt of justice we owe is staggering; for the land alone the Supreme Court has placed the
price at over one billion dollars (counting interest and inflation). Against that debt, to refrain
from more uranium mining seems to me to be a small payment.
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00294 Individual The policy is extremely vague regarding the disturbances of Indian tribes and their land. It is
important to include more details on how this topic will be handled and how the policy could
impact the tribes. There are various potential impacts of disturbances to the Indian tribes land.

[.]

There may also be disturbances to food sources and the Indian tribes water sources ultimately
affecting their daily lives.

00305 individual Subject: STOP
PLEASE STOP RUINING SACRED GROUND! STOP MINING FOR URANIUM!

00320 Individual Subject: Please stop Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer mining

When [ visited South Dakota, | heard about uranium mining causing birth defects, mainly among
indigenous populations. | would like you to make a halt on this poisonous mining. Please!

00333 Individual Subject: South Dakota uranium mining permits

| oppose wholeheartedly the two draft permits issued to Powertech, a multinational corporation
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) and division of Azarga Uranium Corporation of Canada. These wells would bore hundreds of feet
into the ground and pierce the Inyan Kara system of underground aquifers. The second of the
two permits is to allow the disposal of hazardous waste materials resulting from uranium mining.
Both permits would needlessly expose the Lakota Oyate to the devastation of uranium mining
and continue America's war against Red Nations' peoples.

00375 Individual Subject: EPA seeks public comment on draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining
project in southwestern South Dakota

NO!

Leave the sacred Black Hills alone.

00384 individual Should an accident occur here, it will put further harm to the drinking water source for the
Lakota people. With the controversy of DAPL still fresh with recent oil spills, it's crucial that there
is no more destruction to Native American lands. Make sure to revoke any license for uranium
mining for the future.

Thank you and have a nice time.

00387 Individual Subject: Uranium mining in the Black Hills
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[...]
And also importantly, The Black Hills are the Lakota Garden of Eden. Woud you drill in your

Garden of Eden? This is where we came from, our Creation Story - would you destroy something
so sacred?

00392 individual Subject: No uranium mining!!
Stop the mining on sacred Native American lands. No uranium mining in the Black Hills!!

00429 Individual Another subject about this project that gives me reason to pause is the proposal to do this on
Native American land. | was able to witness the lack of respect given to Natives during the
construction of the Dakota access pipeline. Sacred sites were not respected nor was a cease
order given, when requested from other government agencies, when sacred sites where at risk.
With all that is considered in this project | don't think the E.P.A. would be standing up to their
name by allowing these permits. Please consider rejecting the permits for these projects.

Thank you for your time.

00440 Individual Dear Ms Valois,

| am writing you to oppose the in-situ recovery (ISR} of uranium using deep injection wells within

the Inyan Kara group of aquifers (souther Black Hills region of Custer and Fall River counties).

Ex. 6 P I Pri PP . . . .
x. & Personal Privacy (PP) First and foremost, the Black Hills are sacred to the Indigineous peoples in the area. It would be

morally repugnant to desecrate sacred land in such a way.

00470 Individual Please listen to the many united voices of all colors & all faiths, who are against the permit to
Azarga/Powertech for the Dewey-Burdock uranium mine. The Lakota people cry for the water —
Mni Wiconi — water is life.

00470 Individual And it has to be said and cannot be ignored that the United States Government has used control
and contamination the water supply to contain and exterminate the Lakota people for
generations. If the US Government has a shred of integrity left, it will put a stop to the Dewey-
Burdock Uranium Project and any future proposed uranium drilling projects in the Black Hills.
Thank you

00470 individual NO uranium mining in the Black Hills! As an indigenous woman, a human being and giver of life, |
am completely against uranium mining in the Black Hills. Not only will this poison the water, this
does great destruction to my home, my birth place and many of our sacred sites. | want a
sustainable and healthy future for my children. Uranium mining hurts everyone’s future!
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00472 Individual I value the rights of the Lakota people who never ceded the Black Hills; | value the land and
ecosystems around that area that are risked and in all probability irreversibly damaged in prep,
before, during and after uranium mining. As we know, everything is connected and uranium
mining in this are would affect others, especially at the level of the aquifers.

1) NO PERMIT SHOULD BE GRANTED

00489 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} i | dividual Why pollute indigenous lands to the sole benefit of China and France? So wrong.

00495 Individual Please respect this important religious, cultural and historical site

00537 Native Research To Indigenous peoples, contamination of water also raises cultural concerns. To Indigenous
Solutions peoples, water, in particular, holds special meaning and is regarded as a sacred element.

Indigenous cultures all over the world recognize a simple predicate: water is life. Water s
identified as the first medicine. It is the first environment in which we live while we are being
carried in our mothers. It is an offering made in prayer ceremonies and is a spiritual being in and
of itself. All of these factors should be considering in evaluating the requested permits.

[.]

The Black Hills, known as Paho Sapa to the Lakota, are the center of their spiritual and cultural
universe. To the Lakota, throughout all of Creation, Paha Sapa has been “The Heart of Everything
That Is.” Lakota medicine man Pete Catches, describes the relationship between Papa Sapa and
the Lakota:

To the Indian spiritual way of life, the Black Hills is the center of the Lakota people. There ages
ago, before Columbus came over the sea, seven spirits came to the Black Hills. They selected that
area, the beginning of sacredness to the Lakota people... The seventh spirit brought the Black
Hills as a whole--brought it to the Lakota forever, for all eternity, not only in this life, but in the
life hereafter. The two are tied together. Our people that have passed on, their spirits are
contained in the Black Hills. This is why it is the center of the universe, and this is why it is sacred
to the Oglala Sioux. In this life and the life hereafter, the two are together.?®

Many sites are sacred because it is a location where an event of great spiritual significance
occurred. The late Native American scholar Vine Deloria, Jr. writes, “Tradition tells us that there
are, on this earth, some places of inherent sacredness, sites that are Holy in and of
themselves.”*? Vine Deloria, Jr. writes, “Every society needs these kinds of sacred places. They
help to instill a sense of social cohesion in the people and remind them of the passage of the
generations that have brought them to the present. A society that cannot remember its past and
does not honor it is in peril of losing its soul.”3!
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The EPA should deny the permits because environmental justice policy requires nothing less. The
EPA should deny these permits in order to restore relationships with tribal communities and in
recognition of the long history of environmental racism towards Native American communities
as they have endured the burdens of energy production for this country.

The EPA defines “environmental justice” as “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of
all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.” Here, fair
treatment and meaningful involvement of Indian tribes requires doing more. Instead of
proceeding through the process with the end goal being approving the permits in the most
hasty, least expensive manner possible, consider the long-term impacts from these mines.
Consider at what cost these mines are approved- destruction of historic sites, the unburying of
Native American gravesites, desecration of sacred sites, lost water resources, and a continued
policy of treating Indian communities as expendable populations.

[..]
V. Rates of Violence Towards Native American Women Increase in Mining Towns and the EPA
Has an Obligation to Consider These Impacts and Deny the Mine Permits.

The EPA should deny the mine permits due to the social dangers that accompany mine projects,
particularly the impacts to Native American women. When a mine operation opens, transient
workers move in for employment, primarily male workers, often skewing the malefemale ratio in
the community. This has led to an increase in more women working in strip clubs and bars. This
new sex industry has brought unwanted problems to once-smaller communities. Crimes against
women, particularly domestic violence and sexual assaults, rise as the population of mine
workers grows.*® In North Dakota, the oil boom resulted in a 162% increase in the violent crime
rate from 2002 to 2012.41 On the Fort Berthold Reservation, sexual assaults have increased by
75%.% Sexual violence against Native American women is extremely high as 1 in 3 Native women
has been raped or experienced an attempted rape.*®

Bringing in transient mine workers only exacerbates these problems. Sex trafficking among
young Native people has also increased in communities after mine operations begin.** The EPA
has a responsibility to study and evaluate increased rates of violence towards Native American
women as a result of mining booms, and other secondary impacts to vulnerable populations.

07451 Individual Subject: Public comment on proposed Uranium mining project
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) [ ]

Dear Ms. Shea,
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I am writing this email to express my concern for the proposed uranium mining project in
southwestern South Dakota. My concerns are mainly for future generations and the of course
the environment.

Coming from both a scientific background and from an Indigenous background, | urge you to
deny this project in whole. Seeing and living the long term effects of uranium mining in my own
community as well as on my reservation, | have seen and experienced all the negative impacts
uranium mining has on both people that live in close proximity as well as the environment
surrounding the mines. | personally seen the destruction to the land, the air and especially the
water.

07456 Individual Dear people,
Sorrow and pain cannot be measured and brokered.

Please don't inject poison into the beautiful and Holy Black Hills {or anywhere)

07459 Individual DUSTIN BROUGHT PLENTY: My name is Dustin Brought Plenty. I'm from Standing Rock, Fort
(Valentine Yates, North Dakota, Standing Rock Reservation. I'd just like to be here to show my support for
hearing) Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} the people here that have concerns here about the uranium mining in this area.

Just like our concern about the pipeline that was up there, just here to show support for these
people here that have all these concerns for this uranium mine.

Thank you.
07459 individual It will contaminate the land, the water, wildlife, and the air. The single most highly cherished
(Valentine concern and interest to my people is the Black Hills. It always has been, and it always will be.
hearing) [.]

Until Congress can come out from behind the bigoted mask of Manifest Destiny and we can
come to a clear and encompassing agreement on the return of our ancestral lands, | ask that the
EPA reject the Dewey-Burdock application and all future applications to mine uranium in the
Black Hills and to preserve its cultural, historical, social, and spiritual significance and value to the
Oceti Sakowin.

| pray to the Creator that these lands remain sacred and in balance, and l include you all in my
prayers.

{Speaking in indigenous language.)
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07460 Individual This is our -- this is our homeland here. Our creation story comes from the Black Hills, and we
(5/8 Rapid want to protect it forever, like | said, for our youth and the many generations to come.
City hearing) [...]
We're committed to -- this may be a first, but this is -- what would you do to stop something that
hurts your children, that hurts your land, you know? We're going to do the same thing. We're
not going to let it happen, no matter what -- what comes down.
So, just giving you a heads-up that we're here to stay. This is our land, and we're not going to let
it happen.
07460 Individual Specifically, you know, | just want to say that, you know, South Dakota is not a nuclear waste
(5/8 Rapid dump. And that's my biggest concern out of all of this, is that -- ensuring that, you know, we --
City hearing) you know, our citizens are heard and our communities are heard, and especial our Native
American communities.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) . . | | .
07460 Individual And now | was inspired by my brother, Ezekiel, to come up here and stand with the Cheyenne,
(5/8 Rapid the Sioux, Lakota/Nakota/Dakota. Because growing up, all I've seen from the law, from what we
City hearing) are supposed to entrust our faith into, what we call a diplomatic system of justice, as politicians
or bureaucrats would call, but all I've seen was corruption, oppression on my people. And | see
the same in the Sioux Nation.
And so if this project is granted its permit, there will be people like me to stand in its way to fight
to the fullest. And out of this will only be sorrow, grief, bloodshed, more hatred and distrust for
our government.
And all my life, | despised the U.S. government for its oppression and colonialism that it has
spread in this ground that we call home, the indigenous land that we now call home.
And so in my opinion, | would have to deny the permits for this mining project.
07460 Individual This morning | was looking and listening to the birds singing this morning. it's really a pretty thing
(5/8 Rapid to hear. And then | was watching as animals, rabbits, you know, they like to race to see if they
City hearing) can outrun you, and | always have to let them win, you know. | let up on the gas and let them

Cross.

The prairie dogs doing the same thing, watching that. Life is a miracle. Everybody believes that.
We all say that. And so | ask you to not allow the permit and give us our life. Let us live. It's crazy
that you two get to sit there and have this decision, and you have to listen to all this testimony.
It's really absurd actually.
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And | think that we deserve the right to live. We all do. You do deserve to live, and maybe your
grandchildren will come and live in the Black Hills one day, and they should have the right to live,
too. And so that's what | ask.

07460 Individual And we should think of my Native brothers and sisters, what they have given to this country.

(5/8 Rapid There's no measure of what has been given by them, taken from them for the benefit of this

City hearing) country.
We owe them a hell of a lot, and maybe now we better start listening to their hearts. They tell
some stories of history, things we should be paying attention to. We're not so wise.
[..]
They can't leave, and we cozily sit at home, watching our TV, sipping a tall drink or a short one.
When [ get home, I'm going to have one, I'll guarantee you, after this afternoon.

07460 individual There's no guarantee, none. So the decisions that you make, it's going to fall on your conscience,

(5/8 Rapid spiritually. You want to jeopardize all these people, this beautiful sacred Black Hills that doesn't

City hearing) even belong to you.

07460 individual Many Native American tribal organizations have issued statements opposing this project. In

(5/8 Rapid addition, local conservation districts have expressed concern.

. . Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

City hearing)

07460 Individual And at the end of the day, like many of my relatives, the Black Hills are -- are very sacred. And so

(5/8 Rapid is all of Turtle Island, and even our reservations.

City hearing) And we have been in this long-standing issue of really working towards developing a platform for
us to be at peace and be as ourselves, and this is another issue that brings up that conflict.
We know what's going to happen, and it's going to keep happening unless we stand up and take
the steps. And the only thing | would like to be able to say to you guys entirely is that you'll
always hear concepts about being the change. And you have to basically be able to see like, Hey,
this is not okay. This isn't going to pan out at all.
It's been the same thing, whether it be the genocide that took place against my people. It's the
same thing with every single other issue that has been constantly present within all of the
society, all of this country, all of every single country.

07461 Individual BARBARA DUNFEE: Hello. My name is Barbara Dunfee, spelled B-A-R-B-A-R-A, last name D, as in

dog; U, asin union; N, as in news; F, as in Frank, E-E.
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(5/9 Rapid And I'm a native of Rapid City, pretty much a lifelong resident here. A few years spread other
City hearing) places, but pretty much spent my life here. And this is going to be a little bit rambling because

it's stuff that I've been thinking of just listening to other people.

One of the things that -- a lot of people here, a lot of the Native American people who have
spoke talked about the treaty rights. But | think Mr. Looking Horse was the only one who really
talked about how this is -- how the Black Hills are integral to the religion and that basically Black
Hills are the Native American, Plains Indian holy land.

And | think that's been -- | think that's been overlooked, how important that is culturally. You
know, it's -- there's -- religions all over the world see mountains as holy. It's like, you go clear ack
to the Greeks with Mount Olympus, and you think of the Psalms with, "l lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help comes from the Lord."

Mountains are important, and it's universal, and the Black Hills are part of that universal
whatever-it-is that speaks to people. And it spoke to the Plains Indians. It spoke to the Indians
that were native here in South Dakota. And we can't ignore that.

07461 individual BOYD ANDREW CATT-IRON SHELL: Good afternoon, Your Honor and community members.
(5/9 Rapid | Ex.8 Personal Privacy (PP) My name is Andrew Catt-Iron Shell. I'm an enrolled member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee
City hearing) Indians who has been raised among the Lakota Nation. I'm here today to express my feelings

against uranium mining in the Black Hills and against uranium mining overall, that that should be
left in the ground.

And there really is no purpose. You know, Chairman Frazier asked why, and we know why.
Because America was built off the natural resources of Indian country, and they are still -- we are
still under attack. We are still looked at as only a natural resource in this country. We are still not
looked at as human beings.

[.]

We know that corporations over time have benefited off our communities, first with the railroad.
They were the first monopoly to come into this territory and make the same, similar claims that,
"We only want to use a little bit of your land. We only want to take a little bit of your water."”

]

We know that our water is poisoned. You can look at our epi profile. You can see the cancer
rates. You can see all of the illnesses that are related to poisoned water in our bodies -- in our
bodies, in our spirit because of the mining that has already taken place in this territory, and the --
the environment of this Americanized life.

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00063



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

07461 individual HENRY QUICK BEAR, SR.: (Speaking in indigenous language.)

(5/9 Rapid My relatives, | greet all of you. Good afternoon. | am Henry Quick Bear. I'm a member of the

City hearing) Rosebud Sioux Tribe. | am currently on the Treaty Council, and I'll like to read something for you
guys.

The impact to tribal lands could be catastrophic if uranium mining is allowed on or near the
reservations.

[...]

So as far as this -- the Treaty Council goes, we oppose uranium mining. | am here -- | ask all of
you to think of your children, the sicknesses that this can cause. We, as Lakota people, we take
care of Unci Maka, Mother Earth.

And for digging uranium mines or anything done to Mother Earth is like poking needles in your

own body. | mean, if you can put yourself in that position, then you would be able to understand
all of this.

[...]

And as a Treaty Council, we have given you the -- our paperwork through e-mail, and on behalf
of the Lakota people, we also oppose uranium mining. So | humbly ask you, EPA, to reject the
proposed permits for this uranium mine. | humbly ask you. Thank you.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP}

(Speaking in indigenous language.)

07461 Individual In 2007, the Oglala Sioux Tribe declared the Pine Ridge Reservation a nuclear-free zone. | know
(5/9 Rapid that the EPA knows about respecting the environment -- the environmental quality across
City hearing) jurisdictions.

After the publication titled "Stream sediment geochemistry of the upper Cheyenne River
watershed within the abandoned uranium mining region of the Southern Black Hills, South
Dakota, USA" was released, how was this draft permit for further uranium mining respectful of
my tribe's wish to be a nuclear-free zone?

[.]

You want to segregate us and call us the Oglala Sioux Tribe, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, the
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, go ahead. But you also need to
consider that we are the Great Sioux Nation and think about how you're impacting us.

Thank you.
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07461

(5/9 Rapid
City hearing)

07461

(5/9 Rapid
City hearing)

07461

(5/9 Rapid
City hearing)

07461
(5/9 Rapid
City hearing)

07461
(5/9 Rapid
City hearing)

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Commenter Org.

Text

Individual

KEITH JANIS: Okay. Thanks for allowing me the time to speak. | just want to start off first about
this area, Inyan -- | think everybody is saying "Inyan" -- Inyan Kara.

But I'm a person that likes to uphold the rights and the proper perspective of our Lakota terms
and sacred places. And Inyan Kara is a beautiful place we are talking about. It is traditionally
known as Inyan Kara. It means it's the home of the stone -- home of the stone people. Inyan
Kara.

Individual

Now, you know, first -- in my first comment, | have to just only just talk for Unci Maka, which
means Mother Earth. We all have a common link to this mother, and we also have a common
responsibility to protect her and to make sure that several generations of our children coming
behind us, that we hand this earth to them in better condition than we received it.

And honestly, it's a really -- it's a sin how we are handing the earth to our future generations,
and shame on -- shame on us. We shouldn't do that. Now -- so | just want to say that first, you
know, that we -- in my comments first that | spoke for the earth and for our children.

Individual

Do not steal any more land. This isn't your land to steal. This land doesn't belong to anyone, like
what she said. The land cannot be bought and sold. I'm sorry. That's true.

On paper you may so say. If you really want me to tell you what that paper is good for, | will: fire
starter, for one; and to clean your bum for another. That's it.

Thank you for your time. Mni Wiconi.

Individual

Turtle Island, this land, that's what it's called --

[...]

WANKINYA HO WASTE: All right. Again, this land you're on is called Turtle Island, Keya Wita. The
Black Hills is the heart of this nation. And if you was to lay the cancer you call uranium on that
heart, you will kill all future representations of the culture in this state, which is our seventh
generation.

Individual

Why is it that you guys want this land? Why do they want this land to destroy it so bad when this
is the sacred grounds?

(Speaking in indigenous language.)

[..]

You know what? We were put here to take care of this land. We don't own this land. Nobody
owns this land. We all belong to this land. When we die, we go back to the land.
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Why is it so important for you guys to come and do all this stuff on our land? And then again, I'm
going to get mad at you ones that support this. My people, I'm going to say something.

(Speaking in indigenous language.)

07463 Individual ANDREW BLANCHFLOWER: Hello, everyone.

(Edggmont Thanks for the indigenous people of this place for patience here and continued welcome and

hearing) support that | feel here. Mostly that's why I'm here, is to stand in support of that. | saw you guys
in Valentine, and kind of good to see familiar faces. You guys, like, must really know each other
by now.

07463 Individual Now, this place where we stand here today is our ancestral territory. You're not the first peace

(Edgemont commission to come out here. One came 149 years ago and negotiated the 1868 Fort Laramie

hearing) Treaty, the 1851 Horse Creek Treaty with our ancestors. That treaty retained a land base and

water right where we stand here today. This is my people's land.

We call the Black Hills He Sapa. To us it's the heart of everything that is. Now, | don't want you to
let Azarga encroach on our ancestral territory. This is not just a little community of Edgemont.
This is not just a little county. This is ancestral territory of the Lakota nation, the Cheyenne

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) nation, the Arapahoe nation.
07463 Individual Our -- when we've been here for thousands of years, this place was pristine. In 500 years since
(Edgemont Columbus thought he was in India, 500 years since then, you notice how this water, our
hearing) atmosphere, everything changes in just 500 years.

Our people were -- at one time there was scalps, people paid for scalps for Indian scalps. And
smallpox, and blankets were given to us with smallpox in it to get rid of us. Our women and
children were massacred, and yet we're still here. We're not going nowhere.

A lot when -- a lot of you are gone and move on, we'll still be here.

[...]
EARL TALL: Well, in wrapping up, | guess I'd like to say the Black Hills are still not for sale.

07463 Individual We have sacred sites all over here, and all our relatives and ancestors, they are buried all over
(Edgemont the Black Hills. And we don't want what happened in Japan, contaminating the whole Pacific
hearing) ocean now, and we don't want that to happen here.

(Speaking in indigenous language.)
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07463 Individual ISAIAH COX: I'm Isaiah Cox, and | didn't think I'd be back here so soon. But anyway, well -- [ will --

(Edgemont for one, | want to, like, tell everyone here to sign up to speak. You know, even if you don't really

hearing) have that much to say, you should still sign up or write a comment. There's a comment box over
there.

But anyway, so you want to, like, mine this -- mine it -- or mine the uranium. Sorry if | sound
weird. But anyway, if one person who lives there, if they don't want it, | don't think you should
do it just because of that one person, mainly because it's their -- they live there, too.

It's not just, like -- everyone is -- like, everyone's voice should matter, sort of. That one person,
that should kind of change it to where it -- you at least take that into consideration, if you're not.
And it's not even our land. Well, it's not our land first, you know.

So the people who had this land before we came, they aren't -- they don't want this, you know.
So why are you trying to take this away from them?

Thank you. And that is all.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP}

07463 Individual When | was at Standing Rock, | saw firsthand the blatant racism and brutality that gave rise to
(Edgemont the genocide of the first people of this land. This attitude continues in our country today and is
hearing) evidenced by this project, which is attempting to force a dangerous and unnecessary threat to

our land and water, forcing this upon we, the many people who do not want it. This project will
benefit only a few who will profit in money, but risk the loss of their souls. We are all

downstream.
07463 Individual KATHLEEN BAILEY: Again, the profound truth of the chronic abuse of the indigenous peoples. |
(Edgemont can't-- I'm here -- | -- I've already spoken three times and presented all that | was capable of
hearing) presenting.
07463 Individual ROBERT WHITE MOUNTAIN: Good afternoon. | was going to introduce myself in my language,
(Edgemont but | think it's -- | will skip that because it takes too long. | want to save my time so | can talk. Last
hearing) time | got cut off.

My name is Robert White Mountain. I'm Hunkpapa Lakota from Standing Rock. And I'm just here
trying to understand both sides because | was taught that. I'm a fair person, so | have to look at
both sides. And | have.

You know, I've not an expert in all this, but I've been working on this for quite a while. My first
experience with this was 36 years ago right up here, right up the road where they were frying to
destroy some very sacred sites that our people have.
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And that's really important, not only for our people, because it also is important for everybody,
to protect these sacred sites, because it explains life as we know it here on earth. And if we
destroy these, you know, it's like we are -- you know, we're lost.

07463 Individual We are the original landowners. Also, scientists, teachers, doctors, Environmental Protection
(Edgemont Agency, so on and so forth, we are the original on that.
hearing) So then I'd also like to say before | go on to my reading that these companies, large corporations,

they continue today to steal our resources. For instance, in the Black Hills, we're all talking about
our gold, uranium, plutonium, coal, oil, trees by the thousands daily, and the effect of all of that
is our water.

All of our resources are being stolen and sold still. You have tried to buy us, and we have said no.
You pay anyways, but we don't want it. We don't want your money. We want our Paha Sapa,
Black Hills. Paha Sapa.

07463 Individual Another fact, you know, 500 years my people have been through attempted genocide. Where
(Edgemont this country has been built on the backs of slaves and off the profits of indigenous resources, on
hearing) stolen land. Recognize this. Understand it.

Do you have a conscience? Will you be able to go home if you were to permit this and actually

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) look into your family's eyes and said you did something right?

It's scary. You guys literally have the power of my child's future in your hand, and his health and
his well-being. You have that power, not me, not any of these people in this room.

You do. Please make the right decision. You know what's right. We shouldn't even be coming to
this and having to voice this. We shouldn't. You shouldn't have to hear what we have to say. You
should already know what's right. | mean, you'd be a mass murderer. Would you be able to let
that rest on your conscience until the day you die?

Please don't poison me. And most of all, please don't poison my son. Please don't poison those
children that were just standing up here. That took a lot of courage to sing you a song. | know
when | was that age, | didn't have that strength and courage. But they get it.

Our children are the betterment of our generation. They have -- they know more. They get
history, they have recent history with us. They'll know all this. They'll find out.

07463 Individual And you remember those are in Lakota. Those are in Lakota. Those -- those are -- the mining
(Edgemont operations that they want to operate in, those are in Lakota.
hearing)
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07463 Individual We as adults make these decisions, and | can honestly say | go home every night to my children,
(Edgemont and | look at my children and say, | stood up for you today.
hearing) | stood up for my daughter who is going to carry my grandchildren. | stood up for her daughter
that's not even here yet, as a matriarch, as the backbone.
Respect our sovereignty and recognize us as human beings and understand that we have a say.
Even if we did not grow up in Edgemont, this is still our fand.
(Speaking in indigenous language.)
07463 Individual WANIYA LOCKE: |, too, am an educator. | have a bachelor's in Native American studies and
(Edgemont linguistics, and | also have a criminal justice degree. And as an educator, | truly cannot look at my
hearing) students and honestly tell them that they have a bright future when uranium mines, copper
mines, pipelines are coming in every single day.
I, too, am from South Dakota. |, too, grew up in small-town communities. And we are literally in
the last stages. The environmental fight has been going on since the '60s, and we're still fighting
Ex. 8 Personal Privacy (PP) it. We're still fighting racism. We're still fighting social injustice and social ailments.
And what it all boils down to is money. All our social ailments boil down to money, and
corporations that have bought out our governing systems.
So I'm asking you guys to really listen to the people that have come here with good hearts, good
words, and that actually have -- that actually have a stake in this.
Because my children do have a stake in this. They have a claim to the Hills. My children are truly
Lakota-Dakota children that speak their own language, that can trace back their ancestors nine
generations prior to Europeanism.
So they should be acknowledged, and their future should be considered.
So as a true educator that has taught at prestigious schools, that has taught at private schools,
that has taught at college level, | honestly cannot look at my students and tell them, You can
grow up to be anything you want, but you can't have clean air, you can't have clean water.
07642 Individual I'm a legal resident of South Dakota, and | vote in Lake County. | value the rights of the Lakota
(Hot Springs people who never ceded the Black Hills.
hearing)
8050 (10/5 | Anonymous Individual I'm a resident of Hot Springs. I'm a resident here in the Black Hills and here on planet Earth.
Hot Springs When you consider the source of planet Earth and all the nature on it, it's all the commons. And
hearing) when you consider the source, it has to be sacred because that's where it came from, all of it.
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8050 (10/5 ] individual Good late afternoon. (Speaking in indigenous language.)
. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
Hot Sprlngs | am a -- have heard everybody saying they're members of something. | am a lifetime member of
hearing) the Oglala Lakota, and | am very humbled to be here in front of you today. (Speaking in

indigenous language.) | extend a warm handshake to each and every one of you.

{am -- | have two degrees, and | feel obligated to introduce myself in a very, very cultural way. |
represent the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans persons, queer, and two-spirit oyate people.

| have been with my lifetime partner, Felipa De Leon, for 14 years. And we have come upon and
have very, very much, with our humble hearts, been active in environmental causes to the
extremes of we are reaching that threshold in our life now that we are here to protect Mother
Earth.

And just to get that introduction out of the way, | want to say that | would like the Environmental
Protection Agency to know that this is wrong, and we highly oppose anything that they try to do
going forward.

| think the whole entire Environmental Protection Agency has to understand, you're not only
affecting right now, we are taking up a major, major cultural journey. You're affecting
generations to come.

We all know that we have taken Mother Earth for granted, Unci Maka. And | can't sit down
anymore. | cannot sit down. | cannot be quiet. It's -- it's terrible that we have to be up here in a
hearing method, and the heads of EPA and the President of the United States can't understand
that.

[...]
We are Lakota. We are indigenous Native Americans. We are Mother Earth. We were here
before you came. We're the only ones that can stop this from happening.

And | have to stand up here, and | have to oppose you. And ! know everybody, and | humbly ask
for your forgiveness, and | apologize if I'm speaking out of time.

But | have to tell you, EPA, this is wrong. This is terrible what you're doing. Because my
grandkids are growing up. They are going to have kids. | know each and every one of you has
kids. Your kids are going to have kids. Their kids are going to have kids. Are they going to even
have a place to stay?

One more thing. Never, ever take money over where you live. Water is the most important
thing. Mni wiconi. Water is life. It's the most important thing. Itis a cleansing process. It's
already dirtied up. We're not doing anything to fix it.
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EPA, you're just doing stuff to get it even worse. Stop it. | fully, 100 percent oppose this. Please
don't do it. Stop it. Do not allow this to happen. Is that it?

(Speaking in indigenous language.)

8050 (10/5 Individual My name is -- can you hear me?
Hot Springs My name is Reno Red Cloud. I'm with the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Water Resource Department. | am
hearing) the great-grandson of Chief Red Cloud. | am the sixth generation. And | just wanted to give

some comments today concerning our position with these water -- draft water permits.

First of all, | think these draft water permits are coming from the Black Hills aguifer, and they are
recharged for our aquifers on the reservation, originally the Ogallala Aquifer, so -- and then the
Cheyenne River is the headwaters for our surface and groundwater. And those are -- the sources
are interconnected. That's how we believe, they are interconnected, surface and groundwater.

And | do have a history of working with the EPA. | was an employee for the Mni Wiconi water
project for 16 years. | worked with the Region 8 Tribal water program, so | have an insight of the
Safe Drinking Water Act and the compliance and regulations.

And right now, | did -- back in about three years ago, there was a deep injection well proposed in
South Dakota by the South Dakota School of Mines, and | gave testimony at that, opposing it.
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) And | don't think that it ever went anywhere.

But | think any type of deep wastewater injection in our homeland, the treaty land is -- is not --
not acceptable because of our -- this is our -- this is our survival. This is our homeland. This is
where we -- existence is from, the Black Hills here, so our culture, our livelihood, our survival.

8050 (10/5 Individual Hello. My name is Foxy Onefeather, and | live in Lower Brule, South Dakota, which is the home

Hot Springs of the Kul Wicasa Oyate. And I'm not coming with, like, data, facts or anything, but -- because

hearing) we all know that what's happening here is toxic to the people, the animals, the plants, the air,
the water.

You guys probably don't care because it doesn't affect you directly, but it affects our people. Not
only are you not upholding the treaties, but you're not taking into consideration that the Black
Hills is sacred, period. And | just want to say that -- just leave it alone. Just leave it alone. Just
leave it alone. That'sit.

8050 (10/5 Individual Good morning. My name is Karen Little Thunder. | live in Rapid City, and | am a part of the
Hot Springs Rosebud Sioux Tribe. | am here to offer my comments in opposition to the uranium mining.
hearing) What | want to say is that you, the Environmental Protection Agency, must consider the negative
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impacts to all health, human and animal, as well as from a scientific and technical perspective,
both of which | want to address quickly.

My name, like | said, is Little Thunder, Wakinyan Cikala, and my family status can be traced, my
bloodline can be traced back into the mid-1500s. This -- so this is my perspective as a Lakota
woman.

The He Sapa, the Black Hills, and its waters are life. The Hills are the good health of our future
generations, both yours and ours. Scientifically speaking, the Lakota presence here in the Black
Hills is proven way back into the year 1616 BC.

We have -- we Lakota people, all indigenous people have protected this land and sustained
ourselves in good health since the time of our creation. This land is our good health. This water
is our good health, ours and yours.

And when | say from creation, I'm talking about Inyan Kara. I've heard many of our people bring
this name up, Inyan Kara, because that's where mining is already happening.

Inyan Kara is the place of our creation. And we have sustained ourselves here in the Black Hills
on Black Hills water since that time. 8050 (10/5 Hot Springs hearing)

Our grandchildren and our children are depending upon us to make good decisions for their well-
being, for their very lives because water is life. Mni wiconi. Thank you for allowing me this time

to comment.
8050 (10/5 | gx. 6 Personal Privacy (pp) | | INdividual (Speaking in indigenous language.)
Hot ?prings Greetings, Relatives. I'd like to first start by greeting each and every one of you with a warm and
hearing) heartfelt handshake. My name is Terrell Iron Shell, and my Lakota name is Defends the Water.

I'm from the Oyuhpe Band of Oglala Lakota, otherwise known as Crazy Horse's Band.

| am a father, a community organizer, a nonviolent direct action trainer, and a representative
from the International Indigenous Youth Council.

First off, | would like to acknowledge that this is indigenous land. Under Article Six of the U.S.
Constitution, under our treaties, | would like to just remind you that you are our guests, and we
are still the hosts.

That being said, the indigenous concerns about the pollution to the water and the use not only

for drinking water but for ceremonial use is preposterous that we even have to be standing here
talking about the importance -- the cultural importance of our water.
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Because not only do we need it to survive here whenever we're alive, you know, it's what is
provided to the plants to make use of our bodies after we're gone. And also it is what we are
surrounded in in the womb.

Clean water is a basic human right that our children are entitled to. They are the ones who are
going to inherit this world from us. And it's selfish to put their futures on the line for profits, and
to line the pockets of a select few individuals and corporations.

Historically, we have never received any justice from past mining endeavors coming from
corporations, blatant disregard for indigenous people's health, and also from the shortcomings
of our government and agencies to help protect and keep our water clean.

I am a father of a six-year-old. She comes to these things with me. She goes all over with me.
And so she is starting to see the work that we do, the importance of water and sovereignty, and
how those two things are intertwined.

So she knows that our water right now stands in the face of danger, and that we are here to
make sure that you guys are held accountable.

Like | said, it's unfair to our youth to put their water and their future on the line whenever it
comes to these things. They are learning the importance of water, and they are starting to see
that the ways that this society and this government are running, they -- their futures and their
lives are not taken into consideration.

If you really want to help our people, then | call upon you landowners to hand over the deeds of
your land to our children. Because not only is land integral to the growth of our nation, but also
the connection to the land is what really sustains us and it grounds us.

And so having land back in our control, that we would have the autonomy to decide to do what
we please, it would greatly affect our youth and help to drop the suicide rates because it would
help to give our youth a sense of pride and the fact that they are on the land that we had
traditionally inherited from our ancestors.

Our youth are tired of standing silent while older people make decisions for us. And as you can
see, youth all over the country and youth all over the world are starting to stand up for their
futures.

That being said, should these permits go through? We have one thing to say: Respect usor
expect us. He hecetu.
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8050 (10/5 Individual My name is {speaking in indigenous language). I'm Kathryn Thunder Hawk. I'm from the Pine
Hot Springs Ridge Reservation, part of the Oglala Lakota tribe.

hearing) | come up here to speak my piece. | heard a lot of good words from both people, my tribe and

from the people who live around here who utilize our lands, our waters, our air. I'm very
honored that they feel the need to come here and help us speak against what's going on.

| also only believe in natural law. And that's something that all of us should always remember
first, is our natural law. Being from our reservation and growing up, there were many times that
people came, governments, people like Powertech try to come in and destroy our sacred Black
Hills.

We came from these sacred Black Hills, and we're going to die here protecting our sacred Black
Hills. Today in this 20th century, nothing has changed in our thoughts, in our minds, and in our
hearts.

For me, | believe that Powertech should be held accountable, and | wish that we could charge

Ex. 8 Personal Privacy (PP) them with bad land act against our people, our nation, the winged, the two-legged, everything
within Unci Maka. This is an act against humanity, not just our people, our tribes, and the people
many live here, but it's against humanity.

These are sacred sites. Every hill, every place, every stream, everything has a meaning. And it's
still here, still represents who we are. And we are still here to protect Unci Maka and our sacred
Black Hills.

| also know that we understand about the laws changing for standing up to protests, what they
say we do, but we don't. We're here to protect our future generations. Regardless of any laws
telling us what we can do or can't do in our lands, we're going to do what we feel is right.

We're going to stand up and lay our lives down, if necessary. So thank you for your time. | just
came here to let you know how a lot of us feel, a lot of our people who didn't have the time or
the money to come up here and do this again. So thank you.

8050 (10/5 Individual My name is Debra White Plume. | am Oglala Lakota and Cheyenne from the beautiful Pine Ridge
Hot Springs homeland. | am from the 1851 and 1868 treaty territory lands and waters of ancestral territory,
hearing) great cultural significance.

Your process wants us to identify sacred sites, but Mother Earth is a sacred site. We have sacred
places here which correlate to star constellations. That's how old we are. We can't name for
you a specific date. It goes back too far.

I recognize you as a department, invader, and settler government who occupies our ancient and
sacred Mother Earth right now. Your laws require you to be here today so you can determine
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whether or not Powertech/Azarga can further violate lands, water, and all of life with permits.
You're not the decision-makers. | know that.

The EPA's decision to issue or deny permits to inject toxic water into groundwater impacts my
family as the aquifers in the Black Hills connect to the Arikaree and Ogallala Aquifers where | live,
as do the surface waters and the mine site connect to the surface waters where | live along the
banks of Wounded Knee Creek.

My blood obligates me to voice my opposition to the uranium mining and injection wells that will
go into the ground. This water we are given is finite, and through this water, we are given life.
We are obligated to protect sacred water for coming generations and Mother Earth.

In this place, there are petroglyphs of my nation. These mountains, we named them -- Hinyan
Kaga Paha, Mato Paha, Mato Tipila, Pe Sla, Inyan Kara. These are our names that your fed gov
goes by, too.

A decision to issue permits will unleash a monster that cannot be destroyed. Remember that old
saying: Whatever befalls the Earth, befalls the people of the Earth.

It is the insane act of Fat Taker to poison your own water to put money into someone else's
pocket, Canada's pocket, China's pocket. In order to feed an insatiable beast, who will never be
satisfied, that's Fat Taker. That's corporations.

8050 (10/5 Individual And | know -- | read the article. There was something about Azarga or Powertech wants to
Hot Springs eliminate the concerns or the right of Native Americans to claim the sacred space because they
hearing) didn't state a specific one. How about the entire Black Hills, the entire Paha Sapa, that is the
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} .
sacred site.
8073 Havasupai peace Hiianii was'te.this is souixpai from the blue green water clan of the southwest konina territories
keepers at the grand canyon

Informs the hearing board .

In light of operations on surface subsurface adjacent to holding ponds

All deemed required permits must be proven permittee to operate on registered cultural
properties

All phases of environmental impact statements be submitted for overview and released to public
For public input.

Evaporation and discharge permits required before consultation.

Operations of machines permitt required .as in requisition.

Honor equitable use of underground aquifers.and safe drinking

And for domestic use of water.
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No compromise no consent no mining on Lakota cultural territories.
Damon wathomja

Star Nation 1806 souixpai AIM.

I support no mining in Black hills.

8082 Anonymous Individual The Black Hills are sacred, and dangerous mining is the worst insult to them.

8102 Anonymous Individual The Black Hills are a spiritual center of the US for all US. Citizens and Native Americans. For good
ness sake, Mount Rushmore is there. [...] | am registering my statement that | oppose allowing
this.

8103 Anonymous Individual In the past, uranium has been mined on treaty lands, with devastating consequences. Uranium

mining has caused many health problems for native people and contaminated their drinking
water for years.

8115 Anonymous Individual I am totally opposed to either of these being approved, especially, since there is a sacred site and
objects will be destroyed.

8116 Anonymous Individual ignorance towards others cultural and spiritual practices will only reflect badly on your beliefs.

8117 Anonymous Individual Should be be surprised at something that is wrong on so many levels?

MAGA means "like it was in before 1841 and Native Americans had all rights taken and treaties
by the dozen." My selfish self wishes it was just Native Americans but we know it will affect all of
our children and grandchildren to pump radioactive material from a foreign owned uranium
mine in our aquifers.

8120 Anonymous Northern Cheyenne |The Northern Cheyenne Tribal Historic Preservation Office is writing in regards to the permit
Tribal Historic request for aquifer exemption for the Dewey-Burdock uranium in-situ project. The aquifer's are
Preservation Office |essential to the wellbeing and continued cultural connection area tribes and tribes with ancestral
ties to the area continue to maintain. A decision to approve this permit would cause irreparable
harm to the cultural landscapes and quality drinking water that is pertinent to the livelihood of
humans, plant and wildlife resources of the land. [...] Additionally, cultural resources located on
the landscapes where mining activities occur are in danger and are threatened by a foreseeable
adverse impact to all elements that define the cultural landscape. Finally, it is essential that all
consulting tribes are given the opportunity to participate in the identification of cultural
resources that have not been identified by tribes, as well as to address the imprevisionlications
this project will have on various resources of religious and cultural significance to their nation.
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8122 Anonymous Individual To go through with the mining project is nothing short of racist, and shows a callous disregard for
US lands and citizens.

8131 Anonymous individual if that's not enough, our Native friends say there has been on investigation into what could be a
sacred site with graves and sacred objects buried here.

8136 Anonymous Individual Additionally, it is unconscionable to think of doing this without protecting areas sacred to the
Lakota, and no authentic examination this area has been done to show where the areas might
be. Stop this project NOW!

8142 The Esperanza Equally important is the impact on the tribal peoples who consider these lands sacred, and who
Project have historical rights to the area. The tribes have not been adequately consulted and this alone
should compel a denial of these permits and exemptions.

8148 Individual Also, in its revised draft permits, the EPA acknowledges that the Lakota and other indigenous
hations have important cultural, spiritual, and legal ties to the Black Hills. But then the EPA says
it won't consider these issues in making its decisions. This is a clear violation of the requirement
that these types of issues must be considered during the permitting process.

8152 Individual Anything that could further contaminate and befoul what are traditional sacred lands to our
native peoples is a travesty.

8173 Individual Qur native American ancestors aur buried all over the Black Hills because they have been here
millions of years. Disturbing the grave sites is immoral and the conquences for taking bones

skulls and artifacts is indescribable because of its supernatural state.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

8202 individual The Sioux Nation of Indians has not

taken any money for this land. The Black Hills are not for sale. They object to this mine.

The genocide of these Indians is well document. To mine in this area in the proposed manner
would be deliberate participation in the continuation of this Nation of Native Americans. Itis
well known that they rely on water from the effected aquifers for their drinking water, water to
bathe in and to water their crops. To unleash radio active and toxic chemicals into water and
aquifers in this area is to participate in their genocide.

8203 individual The Black Hills may only be materially valued to mining
companies, but they are sacred to those who matter: the Lakota people and others from Native
plains nations.

8235 Anonymous Individual This land is not yours, it is people's homes, it is native people's homes who are the only ones
selflessly trying to save our clean water and dying planet.
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8237 Anonymous Individual There are not enough words to describe the genocidal effects of these actions on the people
living in this area & the repercussions of the proposed desecration of a sacred area. Uranium is
Poison as is its waste... yet you want to mine a historic sacred area and then bury the
toxic/poisonous remains.

What of the sacredness of this land to non-white people? What of the people who live on this
land? What of the people who visit this land?

Does the greed of man know no end? Does the greed know no respect?

would there be mining if this land was sacred to white-christians?

Shame ob all who even consider this to be an acceptable action.

8247 Individual Greetings My name is! ex srasona ey ) 1| am member of the Oglala Lakota Tribe | am an ancestor
and direct descendant of Chief Red Cloud. | can follow my lineage back seven generations. My
ancestors have always been here. QOur creation stories {'ve been told are are all | know. | am 62
years old and | live on my own land. The water we are drinking today will not be what my great
grand children will be consuming in the future if this proposal is passed. The Oglala Aquifer is
precious to us it provides water to eight states and at least 17 million people. This concerns the

human race.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP}

8268 individual The EPA's draft environmental justice analysis raises important points related to the significance
of the Black Hills as a sacred site and related to treaty obligations, but the EPA appears to
separate these issues from their responsibility to protect underground sources of drinking water.
As the EPA states, "The purpose of the UIC regulations is to prevent the movement of fluids
containing contaminants into USDWs if the presence of those contaminants may cause a
violation of a primary drinking water regulation or otherwise adversely affect human health.”
The EPA must consider potential adverse impacts to human health from a cultural perspective
as well as from a technical/scientific perspective, and the EPA must remember that per Article
6 of the US Constitution, treaties remain the supreme law of the land. The EPA cannot separate
scientific and technical questions from cultural and legal questions.

Further, an environmental justice analysis must do more than just pay lip-service to an expanded
study area. In particular, specific impacts to specific Indigenous communities are not considered.
The Black Hills sits up-gradient and serves as a headwaters zone for watersheds to the east. In
particular, Wakpa Waste, or the Cheyenne River, flows from the Dewey-Burdock area through
the northwestern corner of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and serves as the southern
boundary of the Cheyenne River Reservation before joining the Missouri River. At a bare
minimum, specific impacts to Oglala Sioux Tribe and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe lands and
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members must be considered in relation to this proposal, particularly in light of the prior
contamination both reservations have experienced as a result of historic mining activities.

8272 Anonymous individual This land is sacred to us! Please, please do not allow this to happen!

8273 Individual This land is also a place where sacred Lakota spiritual ceremonies have taken place in
the past years and presently.

8275 Individual IN OPPOSITION TO ISR URANIUM MINING.

You, the EPA, must consider the negative impacts to all health (human & animal) from
Lakota perspective as well as from a scientific/technical perspective.

May name —i Ex.6 Personal Privacy (PP) i& family status can be traced back | not the mid-1500s
and this is my perspective as a Lakota woman. The He Sapa and its water are life. These
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Hills are the good health of our future generations, both yours and mine. QURS
Scientifically speaking, the Lakota presence here is proven back into year 1616 B.C.. We
have protected this land and sustained ourselves in good health since that time — Inyan
Kaga to NOW.

Our children and grandchildren are depending upon us to make good decisions for their
well-being, for their very lives. Water is Life. Mni Wiconi. Wama kanskan

8280 Individual [...] tribal people need their religious and cultural rights preserved. We have certainly
harmed them enough already.
Sincerely,

3. Concerns about tribal trust responsibilities and tribal treaty rights.

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

00027 Individual Subject: Please Leave the Black Hills in Peace
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP} . . . . .
Please, we need you to participate in doing the "ethical and sane” thing. Please leave our Black

Hills alone.

| know the powers that be would like to have us warring, angry, overwhelmed and distracted.
We know this. Please step up and care about this nation as a whole.
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We the people deserve healing, lucidity and truth from our governing bodies. The treaties were
broken, 1000 times over, the gas lighting never ceased, Indigenous nations were decimated and
destroyed - turning our people into shells, barely human.

Our government succeeded in humiliating, destroying and bringing Indigenous Nations on this
continent to our knees. That is not a governing body who unites, nurtures and expands - itis
divisive.

Please work with the ethical, the humane and the joyful parts of yourself and this nation.
Please stay out of sacred sites and allow us our peace.

Honor the Treaties!

00036 Individual The Black Hills region was recognized as the land of the Dakota, Nakota, and Lakota peoples of
the ‘Great Sioux Nation’ in the Fort Laramie treaties signed with the US government in 1851 and
1868. After gold was discovered in the region in 1874, the Act of 1877 was orchestrated to
provide legal cover for the seizure of the Black Hills by the US federal government, facilitating
the entry of prospecting settlers. In 1980 after years of protracted legal arguments, the US
Supreme Court affirmed that the sale of Black Hills had indeed violated these treaties and
awarded the ‘Great Sioux Nation’ a settlement of $106 million. Not one nation accepted the
payment, insisting that the sacred region cannot be sold. The settlement, now approaching $1
billion, continues to grow in an interest-earning account {Howe, Soldier, and Lee 2011). Today
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) home to the mining, logging, ranching, and tourist industries, the Black Hills remains contested,
unceded treaty territory to which Native and non-Native peoples, with very different
understandings of and relationships to the federal government, economic development, and the
land, lay claim. The politics of uranium mining in the region must be understood in this complex
context.

00042 Individual The indigenous communities have treaties to this land. Please honor our shared resources and
the sacred treaties. Our word is our honor.

00057 individual Subject: In situ leach mining, Black Hills

Hello. | am writing to express my opposition to the Underground Injection Control (UIC) Draft
Area Permits and one associated proposed aquifer exemption decision for the Dewey-Burdock
uranium in-situ recovery (ISR) site located near Edgemont, South Dakota. These aquifers belong
by treaty to the Lakota Sioux people, who have been working toward the return of their
ancestral lands.
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00060 Individual Subject: Uranium from the Black Hills

 urge you to reject the plan to mine Uranium in the Black Hills. Please protect the Hills and the
aquifer below them. Respect the Treaties.

00063 Individual Subject: Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer

Territories governed by treaty should be protected from exploitation of people and resource.
The uranium mining above an aquifer under their promised tribal lands does that. This would put
the country in violation of international law, and our own Constitution. It could open a state or
the country as a whole to sanctions by governing bodies. Also consumer boycotts of great
expense and exorbitant legal challenges that will get my consideration for support. Hope the
next time we communicate it is not prior notice

00066 Individual Subject: Powertech Uranium

l understand that you are seeking public comment on a project where uranium could be used on
Lakota lands. As a citizen, my comments is please, please, no. This seems an egregious betrayal
of too many treaties and against the common good of both Lakota nation and United States

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) citizens.

00073 Individual Subject: Business

Hello, my name is-.i: _:hnd I'm just curious as to why you think it's a good idea to store
uranium on American Indian lands. One it's against the treaty's and 2 it's just plain wrong.
Besides the history and the usual blah blah blah tell me why you think it's a good idea?

00081 Individual Subject: No Mining

There should not be any mining in the Black Hills. US Treaty clearly states this is Native land. A
Sovereign Nation,

00085 Individual This is treaty territory for our natives and it's against treaties to destroy this area for uranium.

00090 Individual Subject: NO to Uranium Mining

Uranium mining of the Black Hills is not only an assault on Native sovereignty over a religious,
cultural, and historic site for many Nations,

00097 individual Uranium and the Winters Doctrine
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The Winters Doctrine, which | discussed at the Edgemont hearings, was just upheld by a June 14,
2017 court decision for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in the latest North Dakota Pipeline
decision. This reaffirmed their rights against water pollution. The Winters Doctrine mentioned in
this case is a cornerstone of Native American Law. This confirmed their rights to an ancestral
home, which implies original water rights dating from the original treaty agreement. This allows
for present and future water needs along with things like hunting and fishing.

it did not matter that Dakota Pipeline was upstream from the reservations: any potential
disasters were still a threat to a basic concept of a livable reserved homeland.

in the Edgemont, South Dakota hearing | presented 11 pages on the Winters Doctrine. This
doctrine provides a legal framework to hang all testimony in defense of a reserve homeland by
the Tribes.

These concepts have just been upheld in court. These concepts have grown wider in application
over time, and now apply reserve rights to things like National Grasslands, National Parks, and
National Recreation Areas as well as tribal reservations.

The Rapid City Journal notes rancher John Sides of the Fall River County Conservation District
says a uranium exemption and development could devastate 125 wells. “It would turn
communities into ghost towns and ranches into wastelands .”

In applying the Winters Doctrine to National Grassland ranching, it does not matter that
contaminated wells for leases would be located just outside the Grassland boundary. it is still the
same aquifer and the effect is still disastrous on the federally reserved resource, hence
unallowable.

The same applies to all federally reserved lands from the time of their inception. The Standing
Rock decision brings this water law doctrine into the 21st century for Native American issues.

Even if amounts are not easily quantifiable, a usable homeland cannot have zero usable water.
Left overs and contaminated dregs destroy the concept of a reservation.

Original treaties were based on what was understood at the time, not on some rules, policies,
executive actions, or laws made up decades or centuries later. In the years following 1950 the
government and President Nixon made a decision that areas of the country would be considered
sacrificial areas mandated by atomic pollution. This decision and the resultant succeeding culture
spawned countless decisions that were damaging and poisonous to the Cheyenne River and
Sioux homelands. Just like the pipeline decision these were considered inconsequential since
they were outside the reservation boundaries. A poor minority would receive the negative
results while the powerful got rich.
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How well would a poor minority be able to defend themselves anyway? This totally ignores that
the federal government holds these rights in trust for the Tribes. The government must defend
these rights as their own and all decisions must be in the Tribes’ favor.

For decades or more uranium decisions have not been made in the Tribes’ favor, or even in the
favor of other federally reserved areas, such as the Badlands National Park, where the Cheyenne
River flows.

The issue of uranium is not just whites versus Indians. The Winters Doctrine applies to at least
nine local federally reserved areas, including the two reservations. Edgemont water quality
analysis shows above acceptable radiation limits, and uranium near the limits in two categories.
It is time for the EPA to reopen investigation and enforcement of suspect private uranium mines
and gain physical entrance, as per muitiple tribal and non-tribal requests at the hearings.

Such questions under investigation should not allow further questionable, likely damaging, and
possible irreversible actions to the environment to be made. It is time for the federal
government to stand up to their trust responsibilities under the Winters Doctrine.

00109 individual Subject: NO to Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining
Hello,

Sending public comment on Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining. Don't allow mining there.
No uranium on treaty territory.

00110 Individual Subject: Don't Allow Uranium Waste Storage on Lakota Land
Dear Valois Shea,

I'm writing to ask that the EPA deny the permits for the proposed Dewey-Burdock Uranium Mine
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) project. This proposed mining project is likely to contaminate aquifers of the Black Hills and put
the health and safety of those drinking that water at risk. In addition, the mining project is next
to the Black Hills, and is within the boundaries of an area set aside for the tribes of the Great
Sioux Nation by treaties signed in 1851 and 1868. The Black Hills are sacred to the Lakota Nation.
These tribes oppose this mining project; it violates their 1851 & 1868 Treaty Rights and they did
not give up their water rights or mineral rights to these areas. The EPA must deny these permits.

Thank you very much for your time.

00146 Individual [...]

in addition, the mining project is next to the Black Hills, and is within the boundaries of an area
set aside for the tribes of the Great Sioux Nation by treaties signed in 1851 and 1868. The Black
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Hills are sacred to the Lakota Nation. These tribes oppose this mining project; it violates their
1851 & 1868 Treaty Rights and they did not give up their water rights or mineral rights to these
areas. The EPA must deny these permits.

Thank you very much for your time.

00155 individual Subject: Powertech for uranium mining

These Lands belong to the Native Tribes, they are Sacred and/or Treaty Lands. This proposal will
deface and pollute and contaminate the land. Why is this necessary? We need clean water &
land more than we need uranium.

00198 Individual Subject: Dewey Burdock Uranium Aguifer Mining
[...]

Furthermore this is treaty land. This mining is illegal. Help us stand up for our children's future.
Thank you.

00214 individual Subject: No Uranium Waste Storage on Lakota Land
Dear Valois Shea,

I'm writing to ask that the EPA deny the permits for the proposed Dewey-Burdock Uranium Mine
project. This proposed mining project is likely to contaminate aquifers of the Black Hills and put
the health and safety of those drinking that water at risk. In addition, the mining project is next
to the Black Hills, and is within the boundaries of an area set aside for the tribes of the Great
Sioux Nation by treaties signed in 1851 and 1868. The Black Hills are sacred to the Lakota Nation.
These tribes oppose this mining project; it violates their 1851 & 1868 Treaty Rights and they did
not give up their water rights or mineral rights to these areas. The EPA must deny these permits.

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Thank you very much for your time.

00247 Individual Furthermore, many treaties, including the Fort Laramie Treaties of 1851, require consent of the
Indigenous peoples whose land mines would be located on. Without consent, mining is a
genocidal act of theft and desecration.

00252 Individual Subject: Black Hills
Dear U.S.,EPA Region 8,

I am asking for no uranium in treaty territory. | am asking for a strong no to the Dewey Burdock
Uranium in the Black Hills. No, to this whole thing.
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00260 Individual Subject: Say no to the Dewy Burdock Uranium Aquafer mining

The Black Hills are sacred territory and treaty land. We have already stolen so much from native
peoples when are we going to stop? For once do the right thing and keep the water clean.

00269 Individual Subject: Uranium mining in Treaty Territory

Please help to discontinue this vile procedure of uranium mining on any Treaty or Native
American lands. Thank you for your cooperation.

00275 Individual Subject: Public comments for draft permits Dewey Burdock

Please be advised that | am hereby submitting my comments regarding the draft permits on
DeweyBurdock insitu mining.

An enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, | disagree with any mining on our treaty
lands, and jeopardizing the aquifers from which the Great Sioux Nation {Oceti Sakowin) receives
Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) drinking water. For your information the Oceti Sakowin is made up of seven councils of recent
history.

00279 Individual It is not necessary. Why should any exemptions be made?. This land is owned by the tribes and
should be treated just like any other private land.

00279 Individual Subject: EPA seeks public comment - draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining
project in southwestern South Dakota

Please do not continue with these draft permits and aquifer exemption for uranium mining in
the Black Hills. These are the tribes land. All protections should be done to protect these lands
and water from ever having any mining on them. It is not necessary. Why should any exemptions
be made?. This land is owned by the tribes and should be treated just like any other private land.
the water should be protected from contaminants at all cost.

00289 Individual Granting these exemptions would be illegal. It violates the treaty rights of the Sioux Nation. The
Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations will be effected by this proposed mining because they take
a portion of their drinking water &om the aquifers that are threatened. They also still have
hunting and fishing rights in this area pursuant to the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868. These are
precisely the issues that are now swinging the tide in the favor of the Standing Rock Sioux and
the other tribes who have joined them in their ongoing battle against the Dakota Access Pipeline.

The United States Supreme Court has held in, United States v. Sioux Nation of Indians,448 U.S.
371 (1980) that the Black Hills including the area of the Dewey Burdock proposed mines was
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illegally taken from the Sioux Nation and awarded them compensation with interest from the
date of the taking, 1877. This money is still accumulating and is being held in trust for the Tribe
because they do not accept it and want the Black Hills returned to them.

Granting these exemptions would lead to more taking of rights from the Sioux Nation, rights to
hunt, fish, gather and to have safe water.
[...]

More compensation plus interest would have to be paid to the Sioux Nation and to these other
people under the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution.

00301 individual Subject: Uranium mining & storage on Lakota Lands

Lakota land belongs to the Lakota people. No mining or any other thing should be done on these
lands. The United States has broken countless treaties over the years. Please chose to be the

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) person who stops this.
00306, Individual What it boils down to is that the more we allow these companies to do whatever they want to
00307 do, especially if they are doing it unregulated and irresponsibly, the more lives we are effectively

putting in danger!

Uranium mining should not be allowed for the simple fact that not only will it contaminate the
water it will contaminate the air as well, it puts far too many lives in danger human, animal and
otherwise, but the more legal argument is that it would take place on treaty land that would
directly impact the tribe that owns it! Do we think the company that wants to do it cares? Sure
they do! They care as much as Kelsey Warren and Energy Transfer Partners gave a damn about
the Sioux and The Standing Rock Reservation!

We simply cannot allow these companies to do whatever they want to wherever they want to
simply because they have money! There are many things in this world that money cannot buy
nor replenish and our environment is right at the top of that list! Once a species of plant or
animal is extinct it is gone forever, there is no bringing it back and cloning is not a substitute for
natural organic matter! Please help us to deliver a message loud and clear the we are not
interested in their materialism and that you do not make a country great again by dismantling it
from the inside and killing off its citizens via contaminated water, air and soil!

No good will come from allowing anyone to blast for uranium, it's bad for the people, it's bad for
the environment and again as far as the legal argument is concerned this company wants to blast
on treaty land and the tribe has already spoken, therefore the tribes request should be honored
and the company needs to be denied access. At the end of the day what should prevail is what
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works for the greater good and that is honoring the treaties and protecting the environment, not
allowing any company to endanger both in pursuit of the almighty dollar and their own
corporate greed!

00326 Individual Subject: NO to uranium mining in the Black Hills!

I am writing to virulently object to proposed uranium mining in the Black Hills. The fact that this
land is stolen means no settlers should be there in the first place. But to engage in a practice that
has poisoned thousands, and for something so fleeting and filthy as money, is the lowest form of
evil.

00355 Individual Dear Shea,

If you can send me any information pertaining to any activities on Treaty Territory of 1851 and
1868 Fort Laramie Treaties.

l understand there is some activity with uranium mining.

00390 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | | individual Subject: Uranium in the black hills.

in these times of tension, | believe few things could be as damaging toward a true reconciliation
with and the recognition and respect of the sovereignty held by the first people of this continent
than the EPA's proposed plans to extract Uranium in the Black hills; particularly without tribal
sanction. It seems that with each passing year, the US seems less and less committed of
maintaining its obligations to the First Nations; first forcing the unwanted Keystone pipeline
upon them and now this. We as a nation should be reaffirming our commitment to respecting
the sovereignty and cultural spaces which connect the indigenous communities to their history &
culture, which both have a lot to teach us all about the true meaning of stewardship, reciprocity,
and conservation.

00393 Individual In addition, this mining project is next to the Black Hills, and is within the boundaries of an area
set aside for the tribes of the Great Sioux Nation by treaties signed in 1851 and 1868. The Black
Hills are sacred to the Lakota Nation, and these tribes are opposed to this mining project, it
clearly violates their 1851 & 1868 Treaty Rights. They did not give up their water rights or
minerals rights to these areas.

Therefore, to follow the law, the EPA has no choice but to deny these permits.

00396 N/A Sicangu Lakota SICANGU LAKOTA TREATY COUNCIL
Treaty Council RESOLUTION NO. 2017-02
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WHEREAS, the Rosebud Sioux Tribal Council has established a Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council to
protect, analyze, educate, and study issues related to the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 and the
Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868, and other related treaties; and

WHEREAS, the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council to consider and protect the Sicangu Lakota Way of
Life pertaining to cultural practices and sacred sites within the treaty boundaries makes the
following recommendation, and

WHEREAS, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe or Sicangu Lakota Ovyate is a successor Tribe to the bands of
the Dakota/Nakota/Lakota Oceti Sakowin Tribes also known as the Great Sioux Nation that are
signatory bands to the Fort Laramie Treaties of 1851 and 1868; and

WHEREAS, the Oceti Sako win tribes of the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakata consider the Black Hills of
South Dakota embodies ancient sacred sites to include and not limited to Inya Kaga, Ki lyanka
Ocanku Sa (Red Race Track), Wasun Wiconiye (Wind Cave), Mato Tipila {Bear Butte), Hihan Kaga
(Black Elk Peak), Buffalo Gap, Pesla, and

WHEREAS, the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council determines that the Dewey Burdock Uranium Mine
Injection Wells are within the sacred site Ki lyanka Ocanku Sa or Red Race Track which is held as
a spiritual and sacred site, and

WHEREAS, the Policy Statement in the EPA's policy is to consult on a government-to-government
basis with federally recognized governments when EPA actions and decisions may affect tribal
interests. Consultation is process of meaningful communication and coordination between EPA
and tribal officials prior to EPA taking actions or implementing decisions that may affect tribes.
As a process, consult includes several methods of interaction that may occur at different levels.
The appropriate level of interaction is determined by past and current practices, adjustments
made through its Policy the continuing dialogue between EPA and tribal governments, and
program and regional of consultation procedures and plans. and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 is requesting public
comment by May 19, 20177, on two Underground Injection Control (UIC) Draft Area Permits and
one associated proposed aquifer exemption decision for the Dewey-Burdock uranium in-situ
recovery (ISR) site located near Edgemont, South Dakota, under the authority of the Safe
Drinking Water Act and VIC program regulations. The Dewey-Burdock site is located in
southwestern Custer County and northwestern Fall River County, on the Wyoming/South Dakota
border, and

WHEREAS, the EPA Region 8 UIC Program is issuing two Draft UIC Area Permits to Powertech
(USA) inc. of Greenwood Village, Colorado, for injection activities related to uranium recovery.
One is a UIC Class ill Area Permit for injection wells for the ISR of uranium; the second is a UIC
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Class V Area Permit for deep injection wells that will be used to dispose of ISR process waste
fluids into the Minnelusa Formation after treatment to meet radioactive waste fluids into the
Minnelusa Formation after treatment to meet radioactive waste and hazardous waste standards.
The EPA is also proposing an aquifer exemption approval in connection with the Class lll Area
Permit to exempt the uranium-bearing portions of tine Inyan Kara Group aquifers, and

WHEREAS, the EPA is also seeking comment on two options for approval of the aquifer
exemption that Powertech requested related to the Class ill permit application. The two options
are discussed in the Auquifer Exemption Draft Record of Decision available on the EPA Region 8
Ul Program Wehbsite, and

WHEREAS, the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council has determined that both of the proposed injection
wells are located within the 1851 and 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty Boundary lines, and therefore in
violation of the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 and 1868,

WHEREAS, Article 6 if the US Constitution states that "This Constitution, and the laws of the
United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the
judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to
the contrary notwithstanding." And

WHEREAS, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA) {16 U.S.C. 1996) AIRFA establishes
the policy of the federal government "to protect and preserve for American Indians their
inherent right of freedom to believe, express, and exercise the traditional religions of the
American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians, including, but not limited to, access to
sites, use and possession of sacred objects, and the freedom to worship through ceremonials
and traditional rites and

WHEREAS, the Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979. (ARPA) (16 U.S.C. 470aa-mm)
ARPA requires federal agencies to consult with tribal authorities before permitting archeological
excavations on tribal lands (16 U.S.C. 470cc(c}). It also mandates the confidentially of
information concerning the nature and location of archeological resources, including tribal
archeological resources, and

WHEREAS, the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Regulations Implementing Section 106
{36 CFR Part 800) The regulations implementing Section 106 of the NHPA require consultation
with Indian tribes throughout the historic preservation review process. Federal agencies are
required to consult with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis, in a manner that is
respectful of tribal sovereignty. The regulations require federal agencies to acknowledge the
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special expertise of Indian tribes in determining which historic properties are ofreligious and
cultural significance to them, and

WHEREAS, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001, et. seq.)
NAGPRA requires consultations with Indian tribes, traditional religious leaders and lineal
descendants of Native Americans regarding the treatment and disposition of specific kinds of
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects and other items. Under the Act, consultation is
required under certain circumstances, including those identified in Sections 3002(c), 3002(d},
3003, 3004, and 3005, and

WHEREAS, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Regulations 40 CFR Part
1500 NEPA requires the preparation of an environmental assessment (EA) or environmental
impact statement (EIS) for any proposed major federal action that may significantly affect the
quality of the human environment. While the statutory language of NEPA does not mention
Indian tribes, the Council on Environmental Quality {CEQ) regulations and guidance do require
agencies to contact Indian tribes and provide them with opportunities to participate at various
stages in the preparation of an EA or EIS. CEQ has issued a Memorandum for Tribal Leaders
encouraging tribes to participate as cooperating agencies with federal agencies in NEPA reviews.
Section 40 CFR 1501.2(d){2) requires that Federal agencies consult with Indian tribes early in the
NEPA process, and

WHEREAS, the EPA states that "Class V wells are used to inject non-hazardous fluids
underground. Most Class V wells are used to dispose of wastes into or above underground
sources of drinking water. This di sposal can pose a threat to ground water quality if not
managed properly.", and near the Black Hills which the Oceti Sakowin Tribes considers sacred,
and

WHEREAS, the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council reminds the EPA that according to Lakota oral
history there are underground water channels or chambers in the Black Hills region that reach
the Oglala Aquifer and that said the injection wells toxic chemicals or substances could harm
water sources, wells and supplies that are used by humans within tbe said Treaty Boundaries,
and

WHEREAS, The Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council opposes any permits to be granted by the EPA for
mining, injection wells, fracking, or any type of activities that will hann tbe Sacred Black Hills and
the Oceti Sakowin Tribes within the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 and 1868, and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council hereby strongly urges and
requests the EPA to deny both permits and any future permit applications relating to Uranium
mining or the extraction of minerals or rare earth elements.

Page [ PAGE ] of [ NUMPAGES ]

ED_0053641_00011245-00090



Public Comments on the EPA Proposed Actions at the Dewey-Burdock Uranium In-Situ Recovery Site

Letter ID Commenter Name Commenter Org. Text

CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that the above Resolution No. 2017-02 was duly passed by the Sicangu Lakota
Treaty Council on May 2, 2017, Motion to approve by Shane Red Hawk. Second by Delano
Clairmont with a vote of Four {(4) in favor, Zero (0) opposed, and One (1) not voting. The said
resolution was adopted pursuant to authority vested in the Sicangu Lakota Treaty Council under
the laws of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. A quorum was present.

ATTEST:

Fremont Fallis - Chairman

Sam High Crane - Vice-Chairman

00419 Individual Subject: Uranium Mining comment

Dear Valois Shea, My name is | Ex 6 PersonalPrivacy P) i and that means [ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) in Lakota. |
am Hunkpapa, Mnicoujou, and Itazipco Lakota of the Cheyenne River Tribe in South Dakota. | am
24 years old and am a mother to a beautiful six year old boy.

{ want to submit my comment in OPPOSITION of the draft permits wishing to be granted by
company, Azarga for the reasons listed below:

-First and foremost, according to the treaties of 1851 and 1868, this is completely illegal-- the
Black Hills belong to the Lakota and for over a century, the US government allows companies to
commit these crimes that circulate around the using indigenous soils and waters as ways to
profit for their own selfish needs

Ex. 6 P I Pri PP
00441 -6 Personal Privacy (PP) individual The Black Hills of South Dakota are owned by the Great Sioux Nation who have treaties that will

be dishonored by allowing the uranium mining to occur.

Our Great Sioux Nation has the first and last word regarding what is to take place on their
homeland.

These are the highest laws of American, Native Americans are about protecting the land, water,
and air for the greater good of all mankind.

No uranium mining should ever be allowed. We need to support the Native Americans who are
the owners and keepers of this sacred land. God bless Native America and keep her safe from
ravagers.

00470 individual Additionally | believe the Black Hills are rightfully the land of the Lakota & should be returned.
Honor the Treaties.
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00470 Individual The Black Hills have been awarded to the Lakota People by Supreme Court decision

00472 Individual The Tribal sovereignty and cultural issues have not been genuinely addressed.

00482 Individual F would like to submit a comment regarding the Black Hills. Please, no uranium in treaty territory.

Please, no to the Dewey Burdock Uranium Aquifer Mining.

00487 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) Individual 3. The morality of giving permits to companies without Native American, farmers and ranchers,

and other citizens living in the area, without their consent or benefit. The white Europeans have
done their best to abuse and steal the lands in the 1868 treaty. But there is now a coalition of
people who will try to legally fight these permits because there are 10 other companies standing
in line, licking their chops to do mining projects. WE DO NOTWANTTHEMI

00495 Individual Uranium mining of the Black Hills is an assault on Native sovereignty...
00503 Individual NO URANIUM IN TREATY
00506 Individual A Summary of the 1851 and 1868 Treaty Issue in South Dakota

The Great Sioux Nation, which is composed of the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota speaking people,
once resided in a vast land area in the central part of the United States covering what is now 14
states and 3 Canadian Provinces. One of the Lakota origin stories says that the people of the
Great Sioux Nation came onto the Earth from the mouth of Wind Cave in the. Black Hills. The
Black Hills were so sacred that they were used for ceremonial, medicinal, and funeral purposes
only.

The encroachment of the European-Americans, and the subsequent devastation of the buffalo,
caused the people of the Great Sioux Nation to wage war upon the United States. When the US
realized that they could not win the war, they asked the Great Sioux Nation for a treaty for
peace. The Great Sioux Nation agreed in 1851, and again in 1868, to treaties for peace at the
request of the US, both times relinquishing large tracts of land but always keeping the sacred
Black Hills intact within their care. The people of the Great Sioux Nation had resided in this area
for over 11,000 years.

On March 3rd, 1871, the US Congress passed a law which said that treaties made prior to that
date would not be abolished. It also said that no new treaties would be made in the future with
Indian nations. From that date to this, since the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868 was made prior to
March 3, 1871, any laws passed by the United States are applicable only to the people of the
United States, but not to the people of the Great Sioux Nation. To try to enforce any American
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law that violates the Fort Laramie Treaties of 1851 and 1868 would also be a violation of the
March 3rd Act of 1871. Furthermore, to violate any treaty would also be a violation of the US
Constitution which states that "treaties are the supreme law of the land.”

The land area that is stipulated in the Fort Laramie Treaties of 1851 and 1868 includes all of
western South Dakota from the East bank of the Missouri River to the summits of the Big Horn
Mountains. This also includes all of the Black Hills and is the actual, legal, land base of the Great
Sioux Nation. A larger land area surrounds this central base and is reserved for the exclusive use
of the people of the Great Sioux Nation. This reserved area includes portions of Nebraska,
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and North Dakota.

William Allen White, a newspaper publisher, once said, "Peace without justice is tyranny."
Upholding the 1868 Fort Laramie Peace Treaty would be upholding justice as well as the
Constitution of the United States.

00520 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | | O8lala Sioux Tribal | Please be advised, pursuant inherent rights, power, and authority, as handed down through the
Court, Northern generations and embraced by the United States Congress of the United States of America, the
Cheyenne Tribal Black Hills Sioux Nation Treaty Council continues to serve the people (Ovate) in a representative
Courts capacity, as it has done in the years and centuries past. The Black Hills Sioux Nation Treaty

Council asserts its authority pursuant the following:

1. The United States Constitution states that no State shall enter into a Treaty, thereby
precluding the State of South Dakota from entering any Treaty, nor amending or otherwise
modifying any existing Treaty to wit:

The Constitution of the United States

Article. L.

US Const., Art. |, Section. 10.

No State shall enter into any Treaty...

2. The United States Constitution states in Article VI that Treaties shall be the supreme law of the
land, to wit:

US Const., Article. VI.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof;
and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be
the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in
the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.
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3. Attorneys across America who have taken oaths, by and through their licensing process, to
support and defend the United States Constitution equally take an oath to support and defend
Article VI (treaties) of the same United States Constitution. A violation, willful misinterpretation
or circumvention of a Treaty {1851 & 1868 inclusively) is a violation of the United States
Constitution.

4. Pursuant the United States Constitution, done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the
States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth,
the 1851 and the 1868 Treaties are supreme law of the land.

5. The Black Hills Sioux Nation Treaty Council is a well established Council embraced and
approved by the Oyate (people) of the member Tribes extending 1851 Treaty territory as defined
by the 1851 Fort Laramie Treaty signed on September 17, 1851.

6. The delegates of the Council, as descendents and/or successors of the 1851 Treaty Council
Delegates, are appointed or elected by the respective member Tribe's traditional processes. The
Council Members or Delegates, singularly or collectively, carry a very unigque and special
authority, and also in a representative capacity, as traditional leaders of the Oyate ("people")
and various Tiospayes ("extended families"). This authority has been recognized and embraced
since the first Treaties made by and between the United States of America and the various
Tribes, more particularly the 1851 and 1868 Fort Laramie Treaties. See below:

September 17, 1851
Articles of a treaty made and concluded at Fort Laramie, in the Indian Territory, between D. D.

Mitchell, superintendent of Indian affairs, and Thomas Fitzpatrick, Indian agent, commissioners
specially appointed and authorized by the President of the United States, of the first part, and
the chiefs, headmen, and braves of the following Indian nations, residing south of the Missouri
River, east of the Rocky Mountains, and north of the lines of Texas and New Mexico, viz, the
Sioux or Dahcotahs, Cheyennes, Arrapahoes, Crows, Assinaboines, Gros-Ventre Mandans, and
Arrickaras, parties of the second part, on the seventeenth day of September, A.D. one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-one.

ARTICLE 6. Parties to the second part of this treaty having selected principals or head-chiefs for
their respective nations, thorough whom all national business will hereafter be conducted, do
hereby bind themselves to sustain said chiefs and their successors during good behavior.

7. By the highlighted sentences, we can clearly see that the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and
HeadChiefs served the respective Tribal Nations in a representative capacity before the United
States representatives. By the United States Congress's approval of the Treaty, the Congress also
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validated the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs as representatives for the various
Tribal Nations. Additionally, the United States of America and its Congress, as authors of the
Treaty, offered, granted, and approved that the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs,
and their successors, to conduct [A]ll national business thereafter, and further to bind
themselves to sustain said chiefs and their successors during good behavior.

8. The above stated Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs served as a Treaty Council de
facto, although not so named at the time of making the Treaty.

9. We also learn that the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs maintained their
representative capacity, as Treaty Delegates by and through the 1868 Fort Laramie, to wit:

Fort Laramie Treaty, 1868
ARTICLES OF A TREATY
MADE AND CONCLUDED BY AND BETWEEN

Lieutenant General William T. Sherman, General William S. Hamey, General Alfred H. Terry,
General 0. 0. Augur, J.B. Henderson, Nathaniel G. Taylor, John G. Sanborn, and Samuel F. Tappan,
duly appointed commissioners on the part of the United States, and the different bands of the
Sioux Nation of Indians, by their chiefs and headmen, whose names are hereto subscribed, they
being duly authorized to act in the premises.

ARTICLE XVII.

It is hereby expressly understood and agreed by and between the respective parties to this
freaty that the execution of this treaty and its ratification by the United States Senate shall have
the effect, and shall be construed as abrogating and annulling all treaties and agreements
heretofore entered into between the respective parties hereto, so far as such treaties and
agreements obligate the United States to furnish and provide money, clothing, or other articles
of property to such Indians and bands of Indians as become parties to this treaty, but no further.

10. In other words, except for territory (Article ll}, money, clothing and articles of property (farm
implements'), no other provisicn of the 1851 Treaty was abrogated or annulled. Article 6 of the
1851 Treaty providing for the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs, and their successors,
to conduct (A]ll national business thereafter, and further to bind themselves to sustain said
chiefs and their successors during good behavior remained in full force and effect.

11. in 1934, the Indian Reorganization Act ("IRA") was signed into law, however, because the
1851 and 1868 Treaties are supreme laws of the land under the US Constitution, and preceded
the enactment of IRA, IRA could only prevail if the writings drafted were within the framework of
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the already existing Constitutional Article VI, thereby forcing continuance in honoring the
Treaties.

12. The above is further evidenced by a 1935 amendment to IRA codified as 25 USC Sec. 478b, to
wit:

US TITLE 25 - INDIANS

CHAPTER14-MISCELLANECUS

SUBCHAPTER V - PROTECTION OF INDIANS AND CONSERVATION OF

RESOURCES

Sec. 478b. Application of laws and treaties

STATUTE-

All laws, general and special, and all treaty provisions affecting any Indian reservation which has
voted or may vote to exclude itself from the application of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984)
[25 U.S.C. 46 1 et seq.], shall be deemed to have been continuously effective as to such
reservation, notwithstanding the passage of said Act of June 18, 1934. Nothing in the Act of June
18, 1934, shall be construed to abrogate or impair any rights guaranteed under any existing
treaty with any Indian tribe, where such tribe voted not to exclude itself from the application of
said Act.

SOURCE-
{(June 15, 1935, ch. 260, Sec. 4, 49 Stat. 378.)
The Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (IRA, Sec. 16).

Any Indian tribe, or tribes, residing on the same reservation, shall have the right to organize for
its common welfare; and may adopt an appropriate constitution and bylaws, which shall become
effective when ratified by a majority vote of the adult members of the tribe, or of the adult
Indians residing on such reservation, as the case may be, at a special election authorized by the
Secretary of the Interior under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe...].

In addition to all powers vested in any Indian tribe or tribal council by existing law, the
constitution adopted by said tribe shall also vest in such tribe or its tribal council the following
rights and powers: To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing of fees to be subject
to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; to prevent the sale, disposition, lease, or
encumbrance of tribal lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets without the consent of the
tribe,...].
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13. THEREFORE, notwithstanding the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, nor as may be amended,
the 1851 and 1868 Treaties continue today as the supreme law of the land, and Article 6 of the
1851 Treaty providing for the Chiefs, Headmen, Principals and Head-Chiefs, and the successor
Treaty Councils shall continue to conduct [A ]Il national business, and further to bind themselves
to sustain said chiefs and their successors during good behavior. Article 6 of the 1851 Treaty
remains in full force and effect.

14. The Oglala Sioux Tribal Council, and its courts are bound by the 1851 and 1868 Treaties as
further evidenced by their own Tribal Constitution, to wit:

PREAMBLE

We, the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, in order to establish a more
perfect organization, promote the general welfare, conserve and develop our lands and
resources, secure to ourselves and our posterity the power to exercise certain rights of home
rule not inconsistent with Federal laws and our treaties, and in recognition of God Almighty and
His Divine Providence, do ordain and establish this constitution for the Oglala Sioux Tribe.

ARTICLE IV - POWERS OF THE COUNCIL

Section 4. Enumerated Powers. The Oglala Sioux Tribal Council shall exercise the following
powers; subject to any limitation imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the Unites
States and subject further to all express restrictions upon such powers contained in this
Constitution and the attached Bylaws:

ARTICLE XV - OATH OF OFFICE

Section 1. Each Tribal Council Representative and Executive Committee Officer shall be required
to take an oath of office prior to assuming constitutional duties.

{(Oath) |,[insert name here] do solemnly swear that | will promote, preserve, and strengthen the
general health and welfare of the Oglala Lakota Oyate, ; and | will support and defend this
Constitution and the human rights of the Oglala Lakota Oyate and the human rights of other
peoples as recognized in international laws, treaties - which includes both the 1851 and 1868 Fr.
Laramie Treaties, and declarations.

15. The Oglala Sioux Tribal Law & Order Code, Ch. 1, § 20.27 (a) clearly states that Treaties shall
have binding effect, to wit:

Chapter i, SECTION 20.27 - APPLICABLE LAW

In determining any case over which it has jurisdiction, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Court shall give
binding effect to:
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(a) any applicable constitutional provision, treaty, law, or any valid regulation of the United
States;

16. Because the Tribal 